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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 

January: 

 

In God’s Time: The Bible and the Future 

January 10 - March 21   Online   2.2 CEUs 

 

Enormous confusion exists today concerning the Bible’s teaching about the future. The In 

God’s Time course offers an alternative to sensationalist perspectives about the future, an 

alternative that is at once faithful and sane, readable and scholarly. The course is based 

on the acclaimed book of the same title by Dr. Craig C. Hill. 

 

Tips for Preaching During Lent and Easter 

January 11   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

As clergy, we are called, among other things, to preach. In September, there was a  

tremendous response to Bishop Sharma Lewis’ webinar related to preaching for Advent. 

Bishop Lewis, author of best-selling Lenten guide, Journey to Transformation, will be with 

us January 11 to lead a one-hour session on Preaching During Lent. 

 

Congregational Leadership: Pastoral Care: 

January 12-18   Online   1.0 CEUs 

 

Designed for Part-Time Local Pastors but open to anyone,  clergy or lay, this course  

emphasizes the importance of pastoral care in the small church. It will address the  

expectations of congregants, how to manage the demands, the ministry of presence and 

the relationship of pastoral care to leadership. It will also introduce ways to involve laity in 

congregational care.   

 

Miinistry, Mental Health, and Me 

January 14-15   Chattanooga   CEUs TBD 

 

Who ministers to the mental health of the minister? Is that even ok? Am I selfish for  

considering myself in ministry? Topics covered include  Silent Suffering: Ministers and 

Codependency, Social Anxiety: We’re not All Extroverts, Solitude: Loneliness is Killing 

Me, Sorrow: I’m a Minister, but I’m Depressed, Slavery: Addictions that Hurt My Ministry,  

and Self-Care: It is an Ethical Issue. 

 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/wmn301-in-gods-time-the-bible-and-the-future/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/bishop-sharma-lewis-engaging-the-congregation-tips-for-powerful-preaching/
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd209-congregational-leadership-pastoral-care/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/edify-ministry-mental-health-and-me-tickets-216547006927?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


 Engaging the Bible in Rural Ministry 

January 17 - February 25   Online   3.0 CEUs 

 

This course is for people lay people and clergy in rural communities who want to explore the 

value of the Bible to their distinctive rural settings. It is a six-week course, and the first 

course in the Rural Ministry Certification from the Institute for Discipleship. Participants  

explore the unique places they live and how the Bible matters both inside and outside of the 

church without being glued to studies and sermons.  

 

Women Speak of God 

January 17 - February 25   Online   1.5 CEUs 

 

(Note: Amy Oden will be one of our featured speakers at Convocation in February.) 

This course is not just for women! The workshop is about how Christians in different  

cultures, different time periods, and different social locations have told their faith stories.  

Amy Oden, professor of the History of Christianity and Dean of Wesley Theological  

Seminary in Washington, DC, presents video lectures on six Christian women who wrote 

about their faith. The workshop explores how we, as members of the Christian family, tell our 

“family stories.” It also helps us to examine our own faith and to articulate our own  

experiences of God.  

 

Resurrection: Together Again 

January 21-23   Le Conte Center, Pigeon Forge   0.7 CEUs 

 

Resurrection returns live to Pigeon Forge in 2022. The featured speaker will be  

Paul Epperson. Music will be provided by Roger Williams & the All Mixed-up Quartet, a 

Christian rock band from the foothills of the Smokies. Clergy can attend for free (one  

pastor per charge). 

 

Preaching & Leading During Lent 

January 27   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

During this webinar, Olu Brown will discuss leading and preaching during Lent, and how we 

can help our congregations practice the spiritual discipline of trust.  Using the Lord’s Prayer 

as a focus, Olu will discuss ways to challenge our congregants to be open and willing to ask 

God for help and direction.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifdc910-engaging-the-bible-in-rural-ministry/
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/wmn201-women-speak-of-god/
http://www.resurrectionyouth.com/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/oluseize-880/


 

Clergy: Get Smarter About Your Taxes 2022 
February 7   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Clergy face some unique challenges when it comes to things like Social Security payments, 
estimated tax payments, housing allowances or exclusions, and reimbursed expenses. The 
Rev. Don Joiner, a certified financial planner, helps us navigate the preparation of taxes and 
planning for a sound financial future.  
 
Ministers’ Convocation: Boundless Hospitality 
February 7-9   Pigeon Forge and Online   2.0 CEUs 
 
Note: Due to earlier start date for Convocation, early bird deadline for the bargain 
registration rate is January 7!  
 
Live Convocation is back! Join us at Music Road in February to hear some great speakers 
and re-connect with your clergy colleagues.  The theme for our event will be "Boundless 
Hospitality". Through good times and bad, health and pandemic, agreement and discord, we 
strive to embody the message of Christ in every encounter and extend a heartfelt welcome 
to all - from the doors of our churches to our district ministries and throughout Holston  
Conference and beyond.  
 
Our featured speakers will be Dr. Amy Oden, author and Professor of Early Church History 
and Spirituality, and Greg Atkinson, best-selling author and ,international speaker. Our 
preachers for worship will be Dr. Teresa Fry Brown, Bandy Professor of Preaching at  
Candler School of Theology, and our new Bishop, Debra Wallace-Padgett.  
 
See brochure for full details. Meanwhile be sure to register soon! For those who cannot  
attend in person, a virtual registration option is offered.  
 
To register with the hotel, call 1-800-429-7700. Then select option 3. The group name is: 
“Holston Conference Convocation.”  
 
Using Storytelling to Make Your Sermons Memorable 
February 15   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Good storytelling leads listeners to take your story and make it apply it to their own  
situations. Good preaching and good storytelling go hand in hand. Join master storyteller, 
Rev. Charles Maynard, as he reaches into his story chest to share some of his best tips with 
you. 
 
Looking Ahead… 
 
Holy Land Journey with the Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church and 
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 2022 
June 28—July 7   2.5 CEUs 
 
Scholarships will be available from Holston Conference for new ordinands and from  EO for 
clergy who are making their first pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  

February: 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/calendar/event/clergy-get-smart-about-your-taxes-2022
https://www.holston.org/event/15765272?month=11&year=2021&day=1&display=l
https://www.amyoden.com/
https://gregatkinson.com/about/
https://candler.emory.edu/faculty/profiles/fry-brown-teresa.html
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/person-detail/2463628
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/15765272/fields/files/6076716cc6564397bb822b7ab50b2189/brochure+12-07.pdf
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/convocation2022
https://clergyeducation.com/events/charlesstory/
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22062822h#eotours
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22062822h#eotours


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  

 CLERGY  

  NOTES:  

We are halfway through the “new” appointment year which began on July 1, 2021 for CEU  
purposes. Now might be a good time to review your  CEU record in your PeoplePortal to 
check on your accumulated CEU totals. Remember, the total requirement for clergy under 
appointment is 3 CEUs per year or 12 per quadrennium. A great way to boost your total for 
this year would be attendance at the Ministers’ Convocation coming up in February, which 
qualifies for 2 full CEUs (assuming you complete the evaluation form, which is part of the 
credit requirement. ) 
 
Be sure to check the listing and the links for Convocation 2022: Boundless Hospitality on 
the previous events page.  
 

             Book Review 
Secrets of a Secret Shopper:  
Reaching and Keeping Church Guests     
 - by Greg Atkinson     

Greg Atkinson will be one of our speakers at Convocation . 

 

Secrets of a Secret Shopper is a book on the ministry of  

hospitality, first impressions, and guest services for the local 

church written by Greg Atkinson for pastors and church leaders. 

The book covers ten areas of focus including online presence, 

parking, signage, children’s ministry, security, and others.  

Greg Atkinson has been in ministry for nearly three decades and has been writing, training, 

speaking, and encouraging tens of thousands of church leaders around the world since 

2000. Greg has a degree in worship and religion and has done post-graduate work in the 

area of leadership. Greg's writing has been seen by over a million viewers.  

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Secrets-Secret-Shopper-Reaching-Keeping/dp/0997886137/ref=sr_1_1?crid=138BCIFDYZ5GE&keywords=secrets+of+a+secret+shopper&qid=1640186325&sprefix=secrets+of+a+secret+shopper%2Caps%2C135&sr=8-1
https://www.holston.org/event/15765272?month=11&year=2021&day=1&display=l


A Message from Our Director... 

In other words, she did not have a phone in her hand playing games or viewing tiktok or  

doing whatever it is that teens nowadays do on their phone. Instead, she was looking at her 

mom and dad. From the look on her face, you could tell that she was actively engaged in 

the discussion at the table. Occasionally she would enter into the conversation as well. It 

was so refreshing to see such a scene. I almost felt like I needed to tell the parents how 

much I appreciated the way they were raising their daughter to engage in conversation, but 

I could not think of the appropriate way to begin such a conversation. 

 

It got me to thinking about my own relationship with my father…not my earthly one…but my 

heavenly one. A lot of the time, I am like the teenager with a phone in hand not really  

engaged in the conversation. I do not respond until I hear God yelling at me to get my head 

out of the phone and into the conversation. Then there are those times I am like the young 

girl. I am paying attention. I am listening to what God is saying and engaging with God in 

that dialog of prayer that produces meaningful results in my life. 

 

I wonder if any of you find yourself in the same place. If you were to put a percentage on 

whether you relate to God more with phone in hand or more engaged in the conversation, 

what would the breakdown look like? I would like to suggest that you examine the balance 

of that breakdown. Perhaps part of your CEU activity this year could focus on being more 

spiritually engaged. Perhaps you need to focus on the spiritual dimension and learn some 

new ways to interact with God. Perhaps we all need to take a lesson from that 12 year old 

that was so attentive and definitely does not know that I am writing about her today. I pray 

that she will be a strong influence for God’s Kingdom as she matures into adulthood and 

that she be open and attentive to the voice of her heavenly Father. 

 

         - Terry Goodman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was eating at Cracker Barrel last night. I was seated on one side of 
the table and Debbie and Daniel were seated on the other side.  
Behind them, at the next table, was a similar family arrangement. A  
father on one side and a mother and daughter on the opposite side. 
With this arrangement, I was able to see the daughter. She appeared 
to be about 12 years old. After a few minutes of observing her I  
noticed something. I could see her face rather than the top of her head. 
In other words, she did not have a phone in her hand playing games or 
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mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/



