
 
 

ANNOUNCING  
The “Connect with Us” Academy for Continuing Education 

  2022 Course Schedule including  
 A Course Series: Refreshing My Preaching Ministry 

 
ALPS-MTH Course of Study School of Emory-Candler School of Theology 

in partnership with Union College and UMC Annual Conferences 
 
The “Connect with Us” Academy is funded by a Magee Christian Education Foundation grant, Academy 
partners, and through clergy participation.  The Academy develops, offers, and sustains high-quality 
continuing education courses and fellowship opportunities.  The Academy was designed by the ALPS-
MTH Alumni Advisory Committee, Union College, Annual Conferences, local pastors, who completed 
Course of Study and ordained clergy. All clergy, need access to high-quality, practical, and affordable 
continuing education. 
 
Each Connect with Us Continuing Education course includes exemplary video podcasts, written 
resources, and a zoom session(s) for pastors with the course instructor.  If registered by the pastor, a 
congregational leader selected by the pastor may attend the course without cost to support contextual 
implementation of the course goals in the local ministry setting.   
 
Currently appointed part and full time clergy, Certified Lay Ministers, and district or conference clergy 
staff may enroll in these continuing education courses.  Clergy may take one (or more) Connect course 
during the year.  Each course provides one CEU credit. The congregational implementation plan outline 
is the only written assignment for CEUs.  There are no required textbooks, although written resources 
will be provided and some books may be recommended.  Grades are pass/CEU.  Clergy groups may 
enroll and work together.  
 
Complete the Connect Registration Form attached to receive directions to Union College’s U-Learn 
Connect webpage to access the Video Podcasts, written resources, and/or to receive email 
communication from the course instructor with course details.  The cost per course is $75.  This includes 
access to: 1) video podcasts 2) written resources, and 3) the zoom planning session(s). The pastor, 
local church or Annual Conference may pay the registration fee.  Pastors, check with your Annual 
Conference first, prior to payment of your registration, if you are requesting Conference reimbursement.  
Please register 35 days prior to the course start date.  Watch or listen to the 2-4 video podcasts per 
course at your convenience.  Then, join the required zoom session(s) on the date and link emailed by 
the course instructor (or listed on the webpage).  Thank you for Connecting with Us.   The Connect 
Course Registration Form is attached. 



2022 Connect with Us Academy Course Schedule 
 

Register 35 days prior to each course session  
 

American Civil Religion and the Bible: Religious Interpretations of National Crises, 
Past and Present – led by Rev. Dr. Russ Sisson 

Course Dates: Offered April 1- April 30, 2022. 
 
Attend a 60 minute Zoom session on Monday, April 4, 2022 at 8:00 PM EST (7:00 PM CST) for 
conversation about the topic before listening to the videos.  
 
Watch the videos April 1 - 18, 2022. 
 
Attend a concluding 90 minute Zoom session on Friday, April 22, 2022 at 8:00 PM EST (7:00 PM 
CST) to discuss the videos.  
 
Submit the implementation plan for 1 CEU - 7 days following the last zoom session.  Email to 
rsisson@unionky.edu  and to bnye34@gmail.com and submit the Connect course evaluation form 
emailed to you by the instructor to bnye34@gmail.com 
 
Due Date: April 30, 2022. 
 
Register by March 1, 2022. Registration is $75 (see attached) 
 
Welcome: Video and Zoom Links The instructor will email you the video and zoom links by mid-
March. 
 
Throughout American history, from colonial times to the present, many Christians have interpreted 
political and social crises of their own time and the whole of the nation’s history in biblical terms.  
America often is viewed as God’s “covenant” people, a nation whose history is grounded in a calling 
and destiny which parallels that of ancient Israel (a history sometimes extended to include Jesus and 
Paul).  The insurrection of January 6, 2021 is an example, as an article in The Atlantic examines: The 
Jericho March, Christianity, and the Capitol Siege - The Atlantic.  We live at a time of competing 
Christian interpretations of American history and destiny, while secularists and pluralists reject any form 
of civil religion grounded in a Judeo-Christian tradition. How do we in the church address controversies 
where partisan positions are rooted in different forms of American civil religion?  This course examines 
the various ways that Christian groups in America have used biblical narratives to interpret the nation’s 
history and destiny in moments of crisis.  Particular attention is given to ways that the Exodus to 
Conquest narrative in the Old Testament has served as a model for interpreting political and social 
conflicts in American history in “covenantal” terms.  Russ is an ordained United Methodist minister in 
the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Annual Conference.  For past 25 years, he has served as a professor 
of Religion and Philosophy at Union College in Barbourville, KY.  He has taught Course of Study Bible 
courses since 2007. In addition, Russ currently is a supply pastor for a small Presbyterian congregation 
in Kentucky.  The past two years Russ has transitioned his college courses to online delivery to navigate 
the pandemic at Union. In collaboration with ALPS-MTH, Russ developed an online baccalaureate 
degree completion program which embeds COS courses for college credit.  Russ will offer video 
podcasts and a zoom session with written resources to support you in leading your congregation or a 
small group on this Connect course topic.  
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Combatting Ministry Burnout during the Pandemic and the Digital Age – led by 
Rev. Paul Walles 
 
Course Dates:  Offered April, 1-April 30, 2022. 
 
Watch the videos April 1 - 15, 2022. The instructor will email students by mid-March a welcome letter 
with video links and the zoom links. 
 
Attend a 90 minute Zoom session on April 19, 2022 6:30-8:00 PM CST (5:30-700 pm EST) for 
conversation about the course. Our First Zoom session will primarily focus on personal sharing and 
introducing the topic. 
 
Attend a concluding 90 minute Zoom session on April 26 6:30-8:00 p.m. CST (5:30-7:00 pm EST).  
Our second Zoom session will primarily focus on developing strategies for dealing with burnout.  I will 
provide an updated bibliography as well as new material to complement what is currently in the videos. 
 
Submit the implementation plan for 1 CEU 7 days following the last zoom session. Email to 
pwalles@mtco.com and to bnye34@gmail.com and submit the Connect course evaluation form 
emailed to you by the instructor to bnye34@gmail.com  
 
Due May 3, 2022.   
 
Register by March 1, 2022. Registration is $75 (see attached)  
 
Welcome and Video and Zoom links:  The instructor will email you the video and zoom links in mid-
April.   
 
On November 16, 2021 the Barna Group published an article in which the opening paragraph read, 
“Recent data collected from Barna’s pastor poll indicate that U.S. pastors are currently in crisis 
and at risk of burnout.  Notably, in 2021 alone, there has been a dramatic increase in the number 
of pastors who are thinking about quitting ministry entirely.”  For many of us who work with active 
clergy Barna’s findings do not come as a surprise.  While clergy burnout has been an ongoing 
challenge, it is now complicated by the added layer of having to approach ministry in non-traditional 
and unfamiliar ways due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  It is further complicated by the changing attitudes 
of the people pastors are called to serve.  In July of 2021, The Christian Century printed a conversation 
between William Willimon and Stanley Hauer entitled “The Dangers of Providing Pastoral Care.”  While 
they were not primarily focused on these pandemic times, their key points do seem to be particularly 
pertinent to pastors attempting to navigate these difficult waters.  The issues of clergy burnout are 
pervasive issues that are ignored at our own peril.  Burnout is indeed one of the key dangers of providing 
pastoral care. 
 
The Connect with Us Academy course “Combatting Ministry Burnout During the Pandemic and the 
Digital Age” will attempt to help identify the symptoms of burnout, the sources from which it arises and 
ways to find solid ground of personal health that will help in addressing it.  The course will be led by 
Paul Walles, a retired United Methodist pastor living in Eureka, Illinois, who has taught Course of Study 
classes through the Appalachian Local Pastors and Memphis, Tennessee Holston School over the past 
twenty years.  The group times via zoom will provide opportunities to share common concerns as well 
as to find encouragement for effective pastoral work in difficult times.  God never intended us to be set 
adrift in attempting to answer the call God has placed on our lives.  God has given us the Word, the 
Holy Spirit and companions to share the journey – powerful resources to help guide us. 
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Connecting with Creation Care – led by Dr. Jack Keller 
 
Course Dates: Offered in May 2022 
 
Attend a 60-minute Zoom session on Tuesday, May 3, 2022 at 7:00 pm (Central Time) for 
conversation about the topic before viewing the video lectures. 
 
Watch the video lectures:   May 4-20, 2022 
. 
Attend a concluding 90-minute Zoom session on Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 7:00 pm (Central Time) 
to discuss the video lectures and possible implementation plans. 
 
Submit the implementation plan for one CEU seven days following the last Zoom session. 
Email to jackakeller@comcast.net and to bnye34@gmail.com and submit the Connect course 
evaluation form emailed to you by the instructor to bnye34@gmail.com  
Due May 31, 2022. 
 
Register by March 29, 2022. 
 
Welcome: Video and Zoom Links The instructor will email you the video and zoom links by mid-April 
 
After a primary career as an editor and executive in religious publishing for Abingdon Press and 
Westminster John Knox Press, Jack served congregations in the Nashville area for eight years as a 
licensed local pastor. He was the Project Director for the critically-acclaimed and best-selling New 
Interpreter’s Bible twelve-volume commentary series. Jack has taught Course of Study classes on Bible 
and Ethics through the Appalachian Local Pastors School and the Memphis/Tennessee/Holston School 
over the past twelve years. 
The course will focus on how your local church can connect with creation care. Recent extreme weather 
disasters—freezing cold, blazing heat, hurricanes, wildfires, floods, and tornadoes—have prompted 
many people to see climate change as something that may be affecting our lives now, rather than as a 
distant abstraction. And that opens a door to exploring Christian responsibility for caring for creation. 
The video lectures will explore four themes: (1) creation care in the Bible; (2) creation care in Christian 
doctrine; (3) creation care as a justice issue; and (4) finding practical ways to implement some facet of 
creation care. 
The instructor will email you the video links no later than May 1, 2022. A list of recommended texts will 
be made available, but a textbook is not required. The only written assignment for this CEU course is 
an outline of an implementation plan, which is due one week following the final Zoom session, emailed 
to jackakeller@comcast.net and to bnye34@gmail.com.  
 
 

Rebuilding and Positioning the Church - led by Rev. Dr. Ken Ramsey    

 
Course Dates:  Offered in June 2022. 
 
Watch the videos June 1 - 20, 2022.  The instructor will email students by mid-May a welcome letter 
with video links and the zoom link.  
 
Attend a 60-90 minute Zoom session on Saturday, June 25 at 9:30 AM  EST (8:30 AM CST) for 
conversation about the topic after listening to the course videos.   
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Submit the implementation plan for 1 CEU -  7 days following the last zoom session-  
to kenram@aol.com and to bnye34@gmail.com and submit the Connect course evaluation form 
emailed to you by the instructor to bnye34@gmail.com  
 
Due July 2, 2022.   
 
Register by May 1, 2022. Registration is $75 (see attached registration form. 
 
Welcome and Video and Zoom Links:  The instructor will email you the video links and zoom link in 
mid-May. 
 
Ken is senior pastor of Bridgeport United Methodist Church in Bridgeport, W. VA.  Ken is in his 42nd 
year of ministry.  He has taught in the Course of Study for 25 years beginning at the Henderson 
Settlement.  Ken is lead pastor at Bridgeport UMC with 1800 members. However, Ken began on a six 
point charge in the mountains of West Virginia and has led small, medium and large membership 
churches.  Like all clergy, Ken is experiencing the shifts in ministry and loss of in-person attendance 
due to the pandemic.  Ken’s course offers proactive, practical, and tested strategies for rebuilding as 
you position your church for proclaiming the Kingdom of God in promising and new ways during and in 
post-pandemic times. This course will highlight specific models and ways of developing new 
connections and strategies that can lead the church forward as we experience and emerge from the 
COVID crisis.   
 
 
 

Special Series: Refreshing My Preaching Ministry 
 
You are invited to three Continuing Education Events that will help you refresh your preaching ministry.  
Each course/event stands alone.  You are welcome to take one or all three course events: 
 

1. Sermon Planning and Preparation: January 4 - 18, 2022  
  

2. Increasing the Congregation’s Attentiveness During Sermons By Engaging Their 
Imaginations and Emotions    June 13-28, 2022  
 

3. Thoughtful Reflection on Why You Preach to Increase Your Joy and Satisfaction with 
Your Preaching Ministry   First Zoom Session    August 8-23, 2022 

 
 
Course 1. Sermon Planning and Preparation led by Rev. Dr. Stacy Minger  
Course Date: Begins January 3, 2022  
 
Attend a 60 minute Zoom session on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 7:30 PM EST for conversation 
about the topic before listening to the videos. 
 
Watch the videos January 5 - 17, 2022.  
 
Attend a concluding 60 – 90 minute Zoom session on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 7:30 PM EST 
to discuss the videos. 
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Submit implementation plan for 1 CEU 7 days following the last zoom session to 
stacy.minger@asburyseminary.edu and bnye34@gmail.com and submit the Connect course 
evaluation form emailed to you by the instructor to bnye34@gmail.com  
Due January 25, 2022   
 
Register by December 15, 2021. Registration is $75 (see attached registration form). 
  
Stacy is Associate Professor of Preaching at Asbury Theological Seminary and an ordained elder in 
the Michigan Conference where she pastored local UMC congregations. Stacy has taught preaching 
for 18 years. She received the Distinguished Dissertation Award from Asbury for her Doctor of Ministry 
dissertation, Preaching Biblical Financial Stewardship for Whole-Person Response. She builds on her 
Ph.D. work in Communication to help pastor preach in ways that help them connect with the 
congregations they serve. 
 
The course will focus on proclaiming the Word of God faithfully through developing a process of sermon 
planning and preparation that is manageable for the busy schedules of local pastors. Together we will 
talk about planning sermons for seasons in the Church Calendar throughout the Christian year. We will 
also discuss a rhythm of weekly sermon preparation provides a flexible pattern of sermon work week-
after-week in ways to support and strengthen sermons (illustration, invitation, and response, scriptural 
exegesis, etc.) and to better engage the congregation in discipleship for the church of today and for the 
future.  The course will feature a special podcast on “What is Preaching?” convened with key leaders 
who teach Preaching.  
 
A list of recommended texts will be sent with the zoom links, but a textbook is not required.  The only 
written assignment for this one CEU course is an outline of our implementation plan due 1 week 
following the last zoom session emailed to stacy.minger@asburyseminary.edu and to 
bnye34@gmail.com.  The assignment is not for a grade the course is for 1 CEU (pass- with submission 
of the plan). 
 
 

Increasing the Congregation’s Attentiveness During Sermons by Engaging Their 
Imaginations and Emotions led by Rev. Dr. Stacy Minger 
 
Course Date: Begins June 28, 2022  
 
Attend a 60 minute Zoom session on Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at 7:30 PM EST for conversation about 
the topic before listening to the videos. 
 
Watch the videos June 29-July 10, 2022.   
 
Attend a concluding 60 – 90 minute Zoom session on Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at 7:30 PM EST to 
discuss the videos. 
 
Submit the implementation plan for 1 CEU 7 days following the last zoom session to 
stacy.minger@asburyseminary.edu  and to bnye34@gmail.com  and submit the course evaluation form 
emailed to you by the instructor to bnye34@gmial.com  
Due July 19, 2021 
 
Register by May 28, 2022. Registration is $75 (see attached registration form 
 
Welcome – the Instructor will email you the video links and zoom links by mid-June.   
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Stacy is Associate Professor of Preaching at Asbury Theological Seminary and an ordained elder in 
the Michigan Conference where she pastored local UMC congregations. Stacy has taught preaching 
for 18 years. She received the Distinguished Dissertation Award from Asbury for her Doctor of Ministry 
dissertation, Preaching Biblical Financial Stewardship for Whole-Person Response. She builds on her 
Ph.D. work in Communication to help pastor preach in ways that help them connect with the 
congregations they serve. 
 
The course will focus on how we can preach in ways to more fully engage the congregation’s attention. 
We will learn about ways we can connect with the emotions and imaginations of those in worship so 
that they can more easily receive the message and be open to responding more fully to God’s grace in 
their lives by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The instructor will email you the video links when you sign up.  A list of recommended texts will be sent 
with the zoom links, but a textbook is no required.  The only written assignment for this one CEU course 
is an outline of our implementation plan due 7 days following the last zoom session emailed to 
stacy.minger@asburyseminary.edu and to bnye34@gmail.com.  The assignment is not graded the 
course is for 1 CEU (pass with submission of the plan). 
 
 
3. Thoughtful Reflection on Why You Preach to Increase Your Joy and Satisfaction with Your 
Preaching Ministry led by Rev. Dr. Stacy Minger  
 
Course Date: Begins August 9, 2022 
 
Attend a 60 minute Zoom session on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 7:30 PM EST for conversation 
about the topic before listening to the videos. 
 
Watch the videos August 10 - 21, 2022.   
 
Attend a concluding 60 – 90 minute Zoom session on Tuesday, August 23, 2022 at 7:30 PM EST 
to discuss the videos. 
 
Submit the implementation plan for 1 CEU 7 days following the last zoom session.  Email to 
stacy.minger@asburyseminary.edu and to bnye34@gmail.com and submit the Connect course 
evaluation form emailed to you by the instructor to bnye34@gmail.com -  
Due August 30, 2022.  
 
Register by July 2, 2022. Registration is $75 (see attached registration form. 
 
Welcome and Video and Zoom links:  The instructor will email you the video and zoom links in mid-
July.   
  
Stacy is Associate Professor of Preaching at Asbury Theological Seminary and an ordained elder in 
the Michigan Conference where she pastored local UMC congregations. Stacy has taught preaching 
for 18 years. She received the Distinguished Dissertation Award from Asbury for her Doctor of Ministry 
dissertation, Preaching Biblical Financial Stewardship for Whole-Person Response. She builds on her 
Ph.D. work in Communication to help pastor preach in ways that help them connect with the 
congregations they serve. 
 
This course will invite us to focus on the beliefs and commitments that provide the foundation for our 
preaching. We will reflect on things such as: “Why do I preaching?” “How is God active in my 
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preaching?”, “What do I want to happen as a result of my preaching?”, How does God work through 
the sermon to convey grace?” “What does faithful preaching look like?”  
in ways to support and strengthen sermons (illustration, invitation, and response, scriptural 
exegesis, etc.) and to better engage the congregation in discipleship for the church of today 
and for the future.  The course will feature a special podcast on “What is Preaching” convened 
with key leaders who teach Preaching.  
 
 
The instructor will email you the video links when you sign up.  A list of recommended texts will be sent 
with the zoom links, but a textbook is no required.  The only written assignment for this one CEU course 
is an outline of our implementation plan due 2 weeks following the last zoom session emailed to 
stacy.minger@asburyseminary.edu and to bnye34@gmail.com.  The assignment is not graded the 
course is for 1 CEU (pass with submission of the plan). 
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