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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 

 

April: 

Journey Through the Psalms 

April 4 - May 30   Online   1.5 CEUs 

 

This course is based on the widely-used book, Journey through the Psalms, and features 

video lessons by its author, Dr. Denise Dombkowski Hopkins, Professor of Hebrew Bible 

at Wesley Theological Seminary. Through the course of eight weekly sessions, the course 

provides a vehicle to bring the Psalms to life for prayer and worship in the local church 

and helps participants learn to approach God with the honesty and emotional intensity of 

the ancient psalmists.  

 

Who Will Do This With Me? Creating A Collaborative Leadership Culture 

April 6   Online   0.1 CEU 

 

In the shadow of pandemic leadership shifts, it is more important than ever to create a col-

laborative leadership culture. 

Dr. Rodney Thomas Smothers serves as a leadership coach and consultant in the areas 
of new church development and congregational revitalization. He is the co-author of Cry 
From the Pew, Resurgence: Navigating the Changing Ministry Landscape and Blank 
Slate: Write Your Own Rules for a 22nd-Century Church Movement. He is the founder and 
director of The Smothers Group. 
 
A Storyteller Looks at the Parables 
April 27   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
No matter how you know Charles Maynard, you know that you will be informed and enter-
tained as he uses his skills as both a pastor and a professional storyteller. You will leave 
with resources, insight, and a few story ideas to take back for your sermons and class 
preparations. 

 

May: 
Safe Spaces for Vulnerable Adult Ministries 
May 2-13   Online   0.1 CEU 
 
Leaders of adult ministries, trustees, and pastors often recognize that vulnerable adults – 
and the volunteers who work with them – are at risk of abuse or accusations of abuse, 
without knowing how to reduce that risk.  (Continued next page…) 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/wmn202-journey-through-the-psalms/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/smothers2206/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/parables2109/
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd156-safe-spaces-for-vulnerable-adult-ministries/


 This course will help congregations to 1) define who is – or might become – a vulnerable 
adult, 2) recognize areas of ministry that might provide potential for abuse, and 3) create an 
effective policy to fit church ministries! 
 
That Church Conference 
May 4-5   Duluth (Atlanta), GA   1.2 CEUs 
 
Join That Church Conference and learn from a multitude of speakers at the 8th  
annual conference for pastors and church leaders, live and in-person for two days at 
the John C. Maxwell Leadership Center at 12Stone Church® in Duluth, Georgia.  
 
More than a Sermon – Tips to Becoming More Effective as a Pastor 
May 5   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 

During this one-hour session Quincy Brown – United Methodist pastor in Atlanta, Georgia, 
former district superintendent, and author of multiple books - will share many tips related to 
administration, serving in a virtual/live hybrid environment, and more. 
 
Easy Ways to Enhance Online Discipleship in Your Church 
May 17   Online   0.1 CEU 
 
In this webinar, Rachel Gilmore answers the following questions: 

What is discipleship and how does it “fit” into the online church? What can online discipleship 
look like? What are the most effective platforms to use for digital discipleship in low-tech and 
high-tech churches? What are tips for enhancing online discipleship? What kind of budget?  

 
Bridge of Fire: Refilling Your Spiritual Tank 
May 31 - June 10   Online   1.0 CEUs 
 
This is a course for anyone who works in ministry. In it, we will learn about burnout with the 
hope that it will open our eyes, to see if we might be heading down that path. We need to 
learn how to get back in touch with our life, back in proper balance, and allow God to re-
energize our spirit in a way that propels us forward to greater levels of service.  
 

Looking Ahead… 
Music & Worship Arts Week 
June 19-24   Lake Junaluska   3.0 CEUs 
 
Music & Worship Arts Week is a multi-generational event hosted by The Fellowship in the 
beautiful mountains of North Carolina at Lake Junaluska. This annual event is designed for 
worship leaders, musicians, artists, dancers, actors, and pastors of all denominations who 
seek education and renewal in a spirit of inclusivity and grace.  
 
Holy Land Journey with the Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church and 
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 2022 
June 28—July 7   2.5 CEUs 
Scholarships will be available from Holston Conference for new ordinands and from  EO for 
clergy who are making their first pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  
 

https://thatcc.com/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/quincy2022pastor/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/onlinediscipleship/
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd357-bridge-of-fire-refilling-your-spiritual-tank/
https://musicartsweek.org/
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22062822h#eotours
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22062822h#eotours


CEU QUICKLINKS: 

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 

Event Evaluation Form 

 CLERGY 

  NOTES: 
In the Director’s message this month, Terry discusses the need to rejuvenate your soul and 
get away from the “day-to-day struggles of ministry.” There are many retreat centers 
throughout the country that offer free or at modest cost retreat opportunities for pastors, and 
some include wives and families. Here are links to several possibilities you can check out:

 https://www.soulshepherding.org/pastor-burnout-retreats/  h

https://broomtreeministries.org/ 
https://hopeforpastorswives.com/ministry-resources/retreat-locations/https://
www.tuscarora.org/pastor-retreats 
https://pastorsoul.com/2019/05/21/retreats-for-pastors-and-their-families-how-to-find-
the-right-one/ 
https://retreathood.com/type/christian-pastor-retreats 
http://www.engediretreat.org/ 

Book Review 
From Franchise to Local Dive  
Multiplying Your Church by Discovering Its Local Flavor 

- by Jason Moore and Rosario Picardo

Many local churches are stuck in a rut, have reached a plateau, or 
— worst of all — are declining. The temptation is to serve up the 
same exact ministry models that worked in another time and 
space, but ultimately feel safe to existing churches.  Like ordering 
from a menu at the franchise chain restaurant and expecting the 
meal to be palatable in the local context, many churches try and 
start something new by serving up the same old thing, failing to 

discover what their local community is actually hungry for. 

From Franchise to Local Dive explores what it means to multiply ministry by cooking with 
local flavor. Whether you want to start a new service or a brand-new campus, this book will 
help you discover how to make a ministry recipe that will keep people coming back for 
more. The local church is not called to settle for the fast food chain mentality that cranks out 
disciples with slick slogans, flashy trends, and regurgitated practices. Rather the call is to be 
a local, homegrown, farm-fresh, organic ministry that uses authentic ingredients to win  
people for Jesus. In From Franchise to Local Dive, Jason Moore and Rosario Picardo offer 
an important resource designed to help congregations multiply their ministries by learning 

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.soulshepherding.org/pastor-burnout-retreats/
https://broomtreeministries.org/
https://www.tuscarora.org/pastor-retreats
https://www.tuscarora.org/pastor-retreats
https://pastorsoul.com/2019/05/21/retreats-for-pastors-and-their-families-how-to-find-the-right-one/
https://pastorsoul.com/2019/05/21/retreats-for-pastors-and-their-families-how-to-find-the-right-one/
https://www.marketsquarebooks.com/store/p39/From_Franchise_to_Local_Dive.html
https://www.marketsquarebooks.com/store/p39/From_Franchise_to_Local_Dive.html
https://www.marketsquarebooks.com/store/p39/From_Franchise_to_Local_Dive.html


A Message from Our Director... 
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When was the last time that you sat down and thought about your 

ministry? As we, hopefully, find ourselves coming to the back end 

of this COVID situation, perhaps things can begin to get back to 

some sort of pre-COVID normalcy. Then again, maybe that  

pre-COVID normalcy is simple going to be a thing of the past 

In two years, our way of doing church has been turned upside down. I would like to  

suggest that there is no reason to rush back to the way we used to do things. I think that 

churches and pastors need to take a very close look at the possibilities for doing ministry in 

new ways that have grown from this pandemic.  

 

Even more important than looking at integrating the new and the old, might be the care of 

self that is needed on the back end of this pandemic. Have you evaluated your life and the 

stressors placed upon it by this pandemic? Have you had adequate rest and rejuvenation? 

Have you had a chance to broaden your mind or has your mind simply been filled with the 

day-to-day struggle of ministry? Not being in the local parish, I have avoided many of these 

struggles and stressors. I do think about what many of you have undergone and am  

thankful that God has placed you in the places that you serve to help your congregants 

through this difficult time.  

 

I suppose what I am trying to say is that, perhaps, it is time for many of you to think about 

yourself and your family. Think of some ways to step away from the stressors and find a 

time to engage with life. Get away from the ZOOM calls and experience the quiet time on a 

hiking trail. Find a warm beach and listen to the waves. Go to an amusement park and 

scream your lungs out on a roller coaster. Take a sojourn in a monastery and focus on 

your relationship with God. Find a time away with your spouse. Do anything that puts you 

in a less stress filled place and rejuvenate your body mind and soul.  

 

Your church needs a pastor that is centered and focused. Take the time to find that center 

and re-gain that focus.  

           - Terry Goodman 

mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/

