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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 
 
September: 
Congregational Leadership: Church Administration 
September 7-13  Online   1.0 CEUs 
 
Designed for Part-Time Local Pastors, this course focuses on the nuts and bolts of  
administration in the small church. This course will cover understanding your own style, 
the rhythm of the church year, annual reporting and preparing for charge conference, 
dealing with resistance, and leading change.  
 
Unleashing Generosity & Gathering of the Orders 
September 12-13   Knoxville   1.2 CEUs 
 
Gather at Concord United Methodist Church in Knoxville, TN to explore how we can  
cultivate a spirit of generosity in our communities. Our speakers will be Roz and Callie 
Picardo, Richard Hayes, Samantha Lane, Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, and Charles 
Maynard.  This event will also include the Gathering of the Orders for Holston clergy. The 
Bishop will share a message with each group. 
 
Turning Your Church Inside Out 
September 14-15   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
During this session, Kay Kotan and Michael Scott will unpack resources for the ever-
emerging church in the American culture. If the church is to be relevant, compelling, and 
faithful in its commission to reach new people, we must embrace these trends and plot a 
new course/ 
 
Forging a New Path – Moving the Church Forward in a Post-Pandemic World 
September 22   Online   0.1 CEUs 

In this webinar, Rebekah Simon-Peter will discuss 3 questions that people in churches 
across the country are having:  
When do things go back to normal? 
How do we get people (back) to church? 
How do we do more with less? 
 
October: 
Safer Sanctuaries: Nurturing Trust Within Faith Communities 
October 6 - 27   Online   0.3 CEUs 
 
Hosts Chris Wilterdink and Kelly Peterson will guide us through four sessions introducing 
the latest in the Safe Sanctuaries family of resources. Topics include: Moving from Fear to 
Flourishing; Foundational Elements of Safer Sanctuaries; Putting It All Together; Blessing 
and Sending. Click here for detailed topic descriptions. 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd207-congregational-leadership-church-administration/
https://www.holston.org/event/16573808?month=9&year=2022&day=1&display=l
https://clergyeducation.com/events/kay-kotan-michael-scott-turning-your-church-inside-out/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/rspmoreless-466/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrdu-upzwtGt3sinDcO4oaa4nl_ts12JSL
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/16615351/fields/files/6606945beb36404fbf92465ebd75b66d/safer+sanctuaries+schedule.pdf


 

 

Convocation & Pastors’ School 
October  9-11   Duke University   1,5 CEUs 
 
What does it mean to claim and practice faithful hope in the wake, or in the midst, of pro-
found disturbance in the church, society, and our personal lives? During the 2022 Convoca-
tion & Pastors' School, Creativity & Courage: From Trauma to Tough Hope, our present-
ers—professional dancers, visual artists, musicians, and scholars—will guide us in facing 
brokenness and sin honestly, even as they offer insight, encouragement, challenge, and 
glimpses of "the beauty of holiness."  
 
The Art of the Dangerous Sermon 
October 12-14   United Theological Seminary   1.0 CEUs 
 
We are living through a season of societal upheaval, suffering and high-stress ministry. Divi-
sive politics harden congregations and intensify trauma for members and clergy. This 
preaching seminar seeks to unmask the cultural “gospels” that are limiting, the worldviews 
that may be unconsciously steering our understanding of gospel, and the “gods” who under-
cut our preaching. We do not serve a tribal god but Jesus the Christ. Preaching normed by 
the call of Jesus is not safe, but it can inspire wonder, connection, hope and deep transfor-
mation. This 3-day event will equip preachers with a range of tools to proclaim with integrity, 
boldness, intentionality and care.  
 
Building with Strengths for Small Congregations 
October 18   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Small congregations are not miniaturized big congregations. They have different challenges. 
Fortunately, they also have different strengths–ones that are deeply forming, urgently need-
ed, and generally unavailable in big settings. Learn how to build with these strengths and 
stop imitating models that never fit to begin with.  
 
Garrett Management Seminar 
October 22    Garrett School of Theology   0.5 CEUs 
 
This seminar led by Rev. Dr. Reginald Blount, will teach congregational leaders how to:  
- Understand key issues that arise during organizational transformation 

- Develop tools for managing challenges, mitigating risk, and balancing priorities 

- Learn new methods for motivating others, engaging teams, and leveraging resources and 
networks 

- Think through a potential change initiative in your ministry setting and consider the neces-
sary steps for successful implementation 
 

Building a Leadership Network as a Pastor 
October 27   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Whether in the business world or local congregation, the ability to create network  
connections is of utmost importance to effective leaders. In this session, Dr. Rodney  
Smothers will discuss these ways that networks impact our ministries along with ways to de-
velop effective networks:  

https://divinity.duke.edu/events/convocation-pastors-school
https://united.edu/preaching-seminar/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/reilley22-10/
https://www.garrett.edu/event/change-management-seminar/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/smothers2210/


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  

 CLERGY  

  NOTES:  

Charge conferences will be starting soon. Here’s a reminder on how to complete your  
PeoplePortal CEU report for attaching to your CEU charge conference report… 

1. Log in to your PeoplePortal on the Holston website. Click on CEU page in black box. 
(https://www.holston.org/peopleportal/) 
 

2. Enter dates: 701/2021 to 6/30/2022. 
 

3. Click “submit”; then print your report. 
 

Note that seminary students and clergy in COS who took courses during the appointment 
year as well as provisional members are exempt from CEU requirements . The exemption 
will appear as a line item on your CEU printout. 

             Book Review 
Cry from the Pew:  
A Call to Action for the United Methodist Church 
 - by  Kay Kotan and Rodney Smothers 

In Cry from the Pew, Kay Kotan and Rodney Smothers offer a “no 
holds barred” critique of what’s ailing the United Methodist Church 
and concrete suggestions for creating a dynamic United Methodism. 
An important conversation for any who love the United Methodist 
Church. 

Kay Kotan leaves no stone unturned in this discussion of denominational dysfunction. She 
pushes readers to make needed changes to free the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. Cry From the Pew is a jolting four-wheel drive tour of hard 
truths about the United Methodist Church. Rodney Smothers adds insights born of decades of 
experience and a call to remember people and local churches often unconsidered in conversa-
tions about the church.  - Adam Hamilton 
 
Cry From the Pew has the potential to kickstart conversations, offer solutions, and provoke 
much-needed changes.  - Bishop Bruce R. Ough 

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.holston.org/peopleportal
https://www.cokesbury.com/9781950899500-Cry-From-the-Pew


A Message from Our Director 

 

Technology is great…most of the time. I am renovating a small barn into a woodwork shop. 
I need to put Tyvek…the white plastic coat you see when houses are being  
constructed..onto the structure. The only problem was I could not remember the name 
Tyvek or house wrap. So my friend Google and I were sitting at home the other morning at 
12:15 am and I say : Google. What do they call the plastic you put on a house during  
construction. My friend Google replies: Sure. Calling Barbara Doyle.  
 

As it sinks into my mind that it is 12:15 am and that my phone is in the process of calling 
Barbara, I frantically begin pushing icons and managed to shut the call down…after one 
ring. I figure that I am going to be apologizing to Barbara in the morning, but I feel I had 
caught the call-in time.  
 

About 12:30 am I get a call from Paul Griffith. I answer and he wonders why I was calling 
so late. I assured him that I had not tried to call him but that I had misdialed Barbara Doyle. 
I then learn he is in the parsonage she used to occupy and has the phone she used to 
have. I explain the story and offer my early morning apologies. 
 

I got to thinking about how great technology is when it works, but when it doesn’t work, 
things can go much different than you planned. I also had a random thought; wouldn’t it be 
great if God calls back at 12:30 am when you’ve tried to reach him. Then I realized. God 
does call back. God hears us even when we try to frantically hang up because we are  
either too embarrassed or too upset or too frightened to engage with God in prayer. God 
calls back and reminds us, that the call went through, even if we hang up before we begin 
the conversation.   

                              - Terry Goodman 
        

 

 

 

CONTACT INFO: 

Director: The Rev. Terry Goodman 
terrygoodman@holston.org 
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mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
https://www.holstonconference.org/ministries/group/wli/

