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Dear Rick:                                                                                                                                   June 16, 2022 
 
This is a resend of a letter that I composed a few months back.  Ann Robins asked if I would resend and also 
bring David McClain up to date.  Now that Annual Conference is behind us perhaps there is time to consider 
the Tennessee Valley District request. 
 
First let me introduce myself prior to delving into a financial issue involving the Tennessee Valley District and 
Faith UMC.  I’m a lay person from Second UMC and I’m on the Executive Committee of the Tennessee Valley 
District.  Several months ago Ann Robins asked me to oversee the financial activity of the District to assure 
that all procedures were properly followed and that good financial practices were followed. 
 
In reviewing the finances for the District it has come to my attention that we have an unresolved issue 
regarding Faith UMC.  The purpose of this letter is to lay out the facts as I know them and to initiate a 
resolution to this issue.  The facts are clouded because the original agreement regarding the closure of Faith 
UMC was a verbal agreement between Nathan Malone, who was the DS of the Knoxville District in 2016, and 
Rusty Taylor.  Since then Brenda Carroll and now Ann Robins have succeeded Nathan and the Knoxville 
District has become the Tennessee Valley District.  My information is then based on memories, emails, and 
financial records. 
 
What follows then is in two parts.  The first is my understanding of the chronology of the activities involved in 
the closing of Faith UMC and the activity concerning the maintenance and sale of that property.  The second 
part is a summary of expenses and payments regarding the property.  That data is backed-up by transactions 
recorded in the Tennessee Valley QuickBooks account. 
 
Sequence of Events 

 
1.  Some time prior to October 2, 2016 the decision was taken to merge Inskip and Faith, October 2nd was 

the date of the first combined service at Inskip UMC. 
2. At that time there was a belief that Faith UMC would not remain vacant long as another church was 

interested in the facility as part of their extension ministry. 
3. There was a mortgage loan of ~$265,000 and Rusty Taylor verbally agreed to take on the $3003 monthly 

payment out of the New Church Development Fund through February 2017.  The actual mortgage 
payment differs slightly from that figure. 

4. Nathan Malone verbally agreed that the Knoxville District would cover the maintenance and utility costs of 
the property through February 2017, assuming the costs would not exceed $7000.  That $7000 would 
come from the Missions and Church Extension fund.  The District Board of Missions and Church 
Extension approved that expenditure at its meeting on 10/16/2016, based on meeting minutes. 

5. The property did not sell by February 2017 and at a meeting of the Knoxville District Board of Missions 
and Church Extension on February 27, 2017, that committee approved another $5000 in upkeep and 
utilities for the Faith UMC site, but without an end date for those payments. 

6. There is no further documentation of approval of funds from the Knoxville District Board of Missions and 
Church Extension.  The name of that committee and fund was changed to the Knoxville District Board of 
Church Extension and Parish Development on July 13, 2017. 
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7. When all the funds approved by the above mentioned committee were depleted, an additional $21,688.76 
was withdrawn from the Church Extension and Parish Development fund prior to July 17, 2017. 

8. When those funds were depleted all further costs incurred from the Faith UMC property were paid from 
the Knoxville District/Tennessee Valley District Operating Fund. 

9. As of December 19, 2018 there was a verbal agreement between Brenda Carroll, Rick Cherry and Rusty 
Taylor that the Conference would be responsible for all further maintenance, utility, and sale costs.  

10. The property was sold in 2020. 
 
 
 
Summary of Expenditures and Source of Funds 
 

Faith-Dry Gap Property 10/11/16-12/19/18    

 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL 

Total Expenses per year -$16,871.51 -$54,015.34 -$60,279.76 -$131,166.61 

       Funding received per year     

Cong. Development $9,070.85 $6,037.52 $21,183.85 $36,292.22 

Dist. Brd of Missions Church Ext. $7,914.97 $25,773.79  $33,688.76 

Fountain City UMC  $4,833.37  $4,833.37 

$114.31 -$17,370.66 -$39,095.91 -$56,352.26 
 
The remainder of the payments $ 56,352.26 for mortgage and expenses to maintain Faith UMC came from the 
Knoxville (Tennessee Valley) District Operating Fund. 
 
It’s my understanding Tennessee Valley District should be reimbursed $56,352.26 from the proceeds of the 
sale of the property.  I’d be more than happy to sit down and discuss this with any person or group from the 
Conference.  My intent is only to bring closure to the issue. 
 
Regards, 

 
M J Slimbarski 
 
Michael Slimbarski 
Tennessee Valley District Executive Committee. 
 
CC:  Bishop Wallace-Padgett 
        David McLain 
        Ann Robins 


