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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 
 
January: 
 
Innovating for Love 
January (any time before 1/11 - February 8   Online   1.0 CEUs 
 
Gather your local church’s Innovation Team (Pastor and 3-5 lay people) and dive into this 
virtual six-session enlightening and interactive experience with Kenda Creasy Dean & Kay 
Kotan. Discover: The Map for Innovation, How to Determine the Church’s Readiness for 
Innovation, Having the Empathy Conversations, Chasing God’s Dreams, Determining 
What Makes a Good Idea, and much more!   
 
The Art of Living Intentionally 
January 9 - February 10   Online   0.5 CEUs 
 
During this seminar with leader, Pastor Jim Reiter, we’ll have an eye to the ways that the 
ancient Rule of Benedict can inform and transform our life as disciples and as a Church. 

More importantly, we will focus on the nature of rules for living [like Benedict’s and  
Wesley’s] and the basics of our formulating such a “sacred rhythm” for our own life and 
living. 
 

TIIMSA: Transitional Intentional Interim Ministry Specialist Training Seminar  
January 9 - 12  (Phase 1)  Dallas, TX   CEUs TBD 
 
The Transitional Intentional Interim Ministry Training Seminar (TIIMS) is a rigorous three-
phase event spanning approximately six months. United Methodist TIIMSA-credentialed 
and UMEA approved Lead Trainers (LT) provide the Seminar leadership. Phase I is a four
-day, on-site training event designed to: • sharpen one’s general ministry skills • provide 
new  
insights for working as a change agent during transitional needs • introduce tools and  
techniques for use in short-term leadership • orient one towards “intentional” ministry. 

Please note at bottom of brochure link - contact Rev. Bonnie Osteen, tiims@txcumc.org, 
409-392-7565  to register. 
 
Rebuild & Renew the Church Post-Pandemic 
January 09 - March 20  Online   2.5 CEUs 
 
As the pandemic crisis eases the world has changed, people have changed, and life feels 
different. Some want to go back to the way things were for legacy, comfort, or other rea-
sons. Others want to try new practices with the new normal. This mix exists in our church-
es, non-profit organizations, workplaces, families, and endless other situations. This 
course will help you reflect on how you have been impacted by the pandemic personally 
and professionally, your current needs, and resources that may meet those needs.   

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://kaykotan.com/innovating-for-love-cohort-experience/?utm_source=You+Unlimited&utm_campaign=8df2e0d97c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_12_13_10_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-8df2e0d97c-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=8df2e0d97c&mc_eid=7bb3b9c813
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd239-the-art-of-living-intentionally/
https://tiimsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2023_Transitional_Intentional_Interim_Ministry_Specialist_Training_Seminar_Perkins_rev.pdf
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/trainings/ifd226-rebuild-renew-the-church-post-pandemic/


 

 

Congregational Leadership: Pastoral Care 
January 11 - 17   Online   1.0 CEUs 
 
Designed for Part-Time Local Pastors, thiswill address the expectations of congregants, how 
to manage the demands, the ministry of presence and the relationship of pastoral care to 
leadership. It will also introduce ways to involve laity in congregational care.  
Topics to be covered include, what good pastoral care looks like, the relationship between 
caring opportunities and spiritual growth, the importance of reflective listening, and our role 
in maintaining the privacy of those we serve.   
 
Preaching and Leading During Lent 2023 
January 12   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
During this webinar, Olu Brown will discuss leading and preaching during Lent, and how we 
can help our congregations practice the spiritual discipline of trust. Using the Lord’s Prayer 
as a focus, Olu will discuss ways to challenge our congregants to be open and willing to ask 
God for help and direction.  

 

Answering the Call 
January 17   Chattanooga, TN   0.65 CEUs  OR 
January 19   Concord UMC, Knoxville  
 
Come to First Centenary UMC to learn strategies to care for older adults and caregivers in 
your congregation. Topics covered will be:  Dementia & Caregiving,  Dementia Friendly  
Worship, Transitions of Care, Legal Issues & Financial Abuse, How to Find Resources. Light 
breakfast and full lunch provided. 
 
3 Steps to Engage Conflict Productively 
January 19 - February 9   Online   0.5 CEUs 
 
3 Steps…  will change the way you interact with others. As a result, you will: 

Improve your self-awareness in conflict situations. 
Curb destructive thoughts and behaviors. 
Learn new tools to understand, manage, and redirect your unconscious reactions. 
Discover how to communicate more effectively in the midst of conflict. 
Increase your emotional resilience. 
Reduce the drama and lower the temperature in challenging situations 
 
Preaching a Children’s Sermon 
January 23 – February 3   Online   0.5 CEUs 
 
Instructor Elaine Short, CLM has been preaching children’s sermons for 42 years and can 
help you to be more comfortable writing and delivering a sermon to the children in your 
church. This course will last 2 weeks and will introduce several approaches to writing a  
children’s sermon. Participants will write practice sermons during the course and share them 
with the class for feedback.  
 

Events continued on page 7... 

https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd209-congregational-leadership-pastoral-care/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/olulent23/
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/17164643/fields/files/b473bf2570344bfc8cb392e20c3c3442/answering+the+call+flyer.pdf
https://rebekahsimonpeter.com/productive-conflict-online-workshop
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/childrens-ministry/ifd203-preaching-a-childrens-sermon/


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  

 CLERGY  

  NOTES:  

If you are reporting personal reading and have three books to submit for credit in your  
PeoplePortal, list them all in the notes section in one submission to make sure you get the. 
one full CEU for three books .0.3 CEUs each are given for less than three. (Note that only 
three books can be submitted in any one appointment year, since we want you to have 
some live or online learning experiences as well.) 

             Book Review 
Atone: The Difference the Cross Makes 
 - by Wil Cantrell 
 
Christians have always agreed that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross made it 
possible for humanity to once again be at one with God.  

The church has never agreed on exactly how Jesus’ sacrifice made this 
possible. Instead, many theories of atonement were offered as  
explanations - each of which offers a compelling, yet incomplete glimpse 

into the saving work of Jesus on the cross. 

In this book, Wil Cantrell, author of Unafraid and Unashamed: The Future of United  
Methodism and From Heaven to Earth: Christmas for New Believers, Old Believers, and 
Non-believers, explores the great mystery behind all the theories of how Jesus’ sacrifice  
enables us to be at one with God, ourselves, and others. 
 
Readers will be challenged to move beyond solely intellectual discussions to atonement and 
to experience for themselves the transformation made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross. 

Written especially for the Lenten season, ATONE is divided into six chapters designed to be 
used as weekly studies for individuals and small groups during Lent. 
 
 
Wil Cantrell is an elder in Holston Conference and is currently serving as associate pastor at  
Concord UMC in Tennessee Valley District. 

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.marketsquarebooks.com/store/p60/ATONE%3A_The_Difference_the_Cross_Makes.html


A Message from Our Director... 

I suppose you see the theme in the sentences above…NEW. 
 

An online dictionary defines new in this manner: “not existing before; made, introduced, or 
discovered recently or now for the first time.” 
 
I am reminded of the following scripture found in Revelation 21:5-- 
    “And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also  
     he said, 'Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
 

I don’t know about you, but I long for the day when God makes all things new. I am sort of 
tired of some of the things in my current life and would love to experience the newness that 
is portrayed in this verse. 
 

As the New Year unfolds, look for some of the new things that God might be placing in 
your life.   

 

         - Terry Goodman 
            Director of Clergy Services 

                                             

 

 

 

 

The New Year is upon us! 
 

 New attitudes 
 

 New friends to make 
 

 New outlooks on life 
 

 New resolutions to make 
 

 New things to try 
 

 New ideas to ponder 



Events, continued from page 3. 
 

Simplified Structure w/Kay Kotan 
January 28   Athens, TN  (or online) 0.3 CEUs 
 
If you are tired of unproductive meetings, too many leadership positions with not enough 
people to fill them, or meetings that don’t seem to align with the mission of making disciples 
for Christ, then attend this Kay Kotan seminar to find ways to lead your church more simply, 
more faithfully, and with greater impact through simplified accountable structure. 
 
Tips for Preaching During Lent and Easter 

January 31   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Bishop Sharma Lewis reminds us that as clergy, we are called, among other things, to 
preach. She will cover her tips related to sermon preparation, topics, preaching tips and 
more. 

 

February: 
Minister’s Convocation 2023 
February 27 - March 1   Pigeon Forge, TN   2.0 CEUs 

 
Click on link above for full details or view full brochure starting after this page.  
And be sure to Register now!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFO: 

 

  Director - The Rev. Terry Goodman                                                     Phone: 865-293-4147 
                                                 terrygoodman@holston.org  
   
  Admin. Asst./Editor - Sue Weber      Phone: (865) 293-4135 
            sue@holston.org 

               Website: Wesley Leadership Institute 

https://holston-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/5300ecfa9554ea7deff2862b58a9b106?email=susanarnold@holston.org
https://clergyeducation.com/events/sharmalent23/
https://www.holston.org/event/17127490?month=12&year=2022&day=1&display=l
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/convocation2023PrayingTogether
mailto:Admin.%20Asst./Editor%20-%20Sue%20Weber
mailto:sue@holston.org
https://www.holston.org/continuing-education-wli




Monday, February 27, 2023Monday, February 27, 2023
 2:00 p.m. Registration begins  
 5:00 p.m. Dinner  
 7:00 p.m. Welcome and Announcements 
   Worship and Communion   
    Preaching 
     ~ Barbara L. Peacock 
    Music 
     ~ Justin Haynes
 8:30  Registration Resumes    
    Convention Center Lobby

Tuesday, February 28, 2023Tuesday, February 28, 2023
 7:00 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
    (included w/room reservation)

 9:00 a.m. Devotional 
    ~ Willie Kitchens & Jeff Seay
 9:15 a.m. Plenary 
    ~ Luther E. Smith, Jr.
 10:30 a.m. Break 
 10:45 a.m. Plenary 
    ~ Barbara L. Peacock
 Noon  Lunch break
 1:45 p.m. Devotional 
    ~ Willie Kitchens & Jeff Seay
 2:00 p.m. ”TED” talks on prayer/discussions 
    ~ Sharon Bowers, Beth Tipton,  
     Eric Rieger, and Susan Arnold
 3:15 p.m. Break
 3:30 p.m. Plenary 
    ~ Luther E. Smith, Jr.
 4:45 p.m. Presentation by Jaka Joice
 5:00 p.m. Dinner and Free time 
 7:00 p.m. AT Chaplain Commissioning 
   Offering for Second Harvest Food Bank 
   Worship 
    Music 
     ~ King’s Cadence
 8:15 p.m. Reception in hotel 
   Immediately after worship - 
    in hotel lobby & breakfast room

ScheduleSchedule
(Note: all events take place in Quartet Ballroom—Dobro, Harp, Ukelele) 

2.0 CEUs given for full participation 
and receipt of evaluation form.

CEUsCEUs

Wednesday, March 1, 2023Wednesday, March 1, 2023
 7:00 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
    (included w/room reservation)

 8:15 a.m. Devotional 
    ~ Willie Kitchens & Jeff Seay
 8:30 a.m. Plenary 
    ~ Barbara L. Peacock
 9:45 a.m. Break 
 10:00 a.m. Plenary 
    ~ Luther E. Smith, Jr.
 11:15 a.m. Break
 11:30 a.m. Closing Worship and Communion 
    Preaching 
     ~ Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 
    Music 
     ~ Bryan Underwood

Child CareChild Care
The Holston Foundation is 
generously underwriting the cost 
of child care again this year, so 
there will be NO COST to families. We will be using the 
large family suite at Music Road Hotel on the first floor. 
First Sevierville staff will again be providing our child care 
service. Snacks and lunch will be available for the little 
ones. You can pick up a child care schedule at registration.

If you have a medical emergency, call 911.
The nearest hospital is:  

LeConte Medical Center
742 Middle Creek Road • Sevierville, TN 37862

865-446-7000
Take Henderson Chapel Road to left on the Parkway/441. 
Go 1.7 mi. to right on Collier Road, then go 1.5 mi. to left  
on Veteran’s Blvd. Go 1.1 mi. to right on Blanton Road,  

then 0.4 mi. to left on Middle Creek Road. 

Medical EmergencyMedical Emergency



Plenary SpeakersPlenary Speakers

Barbara L. PeacockBarbara L. Peacock

Dr. Barbara L. Peacock is the author 
of the award-winning book Soul Care 
in African American Practice. She also 
wrote Psalm 119 Scriptural Journal and 
Called to Teach (Acronym C.A.L.L.E.D. 
means Commissioned As Leaders, 
Learners, Educations and Disciples). 
She is passionate about the disciplines 

of prayer, spiritual direction (soul care), lectio, and visio divina. 
In 2013 she founded Barbara L. Peacock Ministries. This 
ministry is committed to providing safe spaces for encounters 
with God.
Previously Dr. Peacock served as Minister of Discipleship and 
Prayer at The Park Church, Charlotte, NC. Her 14 years of 
servant leadership included oversight of numerous ministries. 
As a result of such experiences, her praying, preaching, 
teaching, facilitating, counseling, coaching, spiritual directing 
and mentoring are enriched. Barbara’s passion for soul care and 
seeing lives transformed is evident in her ministry.
Some of the boards Dr. Peacock has served on are: ECO 
(Energy Committed To Offenders), Charlotte Awake, Women 
in Ministry International, MACEA (Mid- Atlantic Christian 
Education Association) and In His Presence Global Ministry. 
She has also served as Christian Education Director for 
American Baptist Churches of the South and Chaplain for the 
WNBA (Women’s National Basketball Association). Currently 
she serves with For Charlotte Prayer, Vision 2020 Prayer and 
Fashion and Compassion.
Dr. Peacock’s enjoys traveling, writing, exercising, eating good 
food and playing games like Scrabble, Every Word and Sudoku. 
She has been married to her husband Gilbert for 42 years.

Special Offering RecipientSpecial Offering Recipient
Our offering this year during Tuesday night worship will go 
to Second Harvest Food Bank. Second Harvest’s programs 
are set up to reach every demographic in every corner of East 
Tennessee. From programs specific to children and seniors, 
to programs specializing in meeting families’ needs, no one is 
forgotten if they are experiencing hunger.

Luther E. Smith, Jr.Luther E. Smith, Jr.

Luther E. Smith, Jr., Ph.D. is Professor 
Emeritus of Church and Community, 
Candler School of Theology of Emory 
University (Atlanta, Georgia), where 
he served on the faculty for thirty-five 
years. While at Emory University, 
Dr. Smith served as President of the 
University Senate, President of the 

University’s Faculty Council, and as Candler’s Associate 
Dean for Faculty Development. The title of his teaching 
position reflects his commitment to social transformation as an 
expression of religious conviction. 
He writes and speaks extensively on issues of church and 
society, congregational renewal, interfaith cooperation, 
Christian spirituality, and the thought of Howard Thurman. 
In addition to speaking to academic, religious, and civic 
audiences throughout the United States, he has lectured in 
England, South Korea, Hong Kong, India, Canada, Ireland, 
Poland, and Germany.
Dr. Smith helped to found the International Community School 
that has as its mission educational excellence for children who 
have experienced the traumas of war and violence. He is also 
a cofounder of the Interfaith Children’s Movement (Georgia) 
that educates, mobilizes, and networks faith communities in 
being advocates for all children, and has served on its board 
since 2001. He currently serves as the Coordinator for the Pan-
Methodist Campaign for Children in Poverty that mobilizes 
the churches and theological schools of six Methodist 
denominations to be active in service to and advocay for 
children in poverty.
He is an ordained minister of the Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He lives in Stone Mountain, Georgia where he is 
married to Helen Pearson Smith. The have four children and 
five grandchildren.

Second Harvest volunteers package food for distribution

Appalachian Trail ChaplainsAppalachian Trail Chaplains
The 2023 Holston Conference Appalachian Trail Chaplains 
are Al Boyes and Christopher Halliburton. Al enjoys hiking 
in our Smoky Mountains while Christopher enjoys hiking the 
Ozark mountains in Arkansas.
We are so pleased to commission these two intrepid hikers 
as Appalachian Trail Chaplains this year.

Al BoyesAl Boyes Christopher HalliburtonChristopher Halliburton

http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf


Name ____________________________________________________

Preferred name for name tag: _________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City, State Zip _______________________________________________

Phone _________________________ Cell _______________________

E-mail ____________________________________________________

Charge _______________________________ District______________

I PLAN TO ATTEND   o in person   o on-line

CHILD CARE  o  I need child care during Convocation.

Name ____________________________________  Age _____

Name ____________________________________  Age _____

PROGRAM REGISTRATION FEE
Early Bird Registration (by Jan. 27)   $  95.00 per person
Regular Program Fee (Jan. 28-Feb. 19) $115.00 per person
Late Registration (Feb. 20-27)  $125.00 per person

$________ Program Fee Paid   o Early Bird   o Regular   o Late

PREFERRED:PREFERRED:  Register On-Line   
or Make check payable to HOLSTON CONFERENCE

Send completed form and check to:
Holston Conference UMC
Attn: Wesley Leadership Institute
P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850
Phone:  865/ 690-4080

Check Number __________  

If you wish to pay for your registration with a credit card,  
you must register on-line. (Paypal account not needed to register.) 

Note: Cancellation must be made  
by February 22, 2023, to receive a refund.  

Room reservations are separate and made directly with Music Road Resort. 
See hotel registration details below.

ROOM RESERVATIONSROOM RESERVATIONS 
To reserve your hotel room for Convocation 2023: 

Call 1-800-429-7700
Name: Holston Conference Convocation

Group ID: 11554
One night deposit required at time of reservation.

 Rooms starting at $109.00 per night plus tax  
(Sunday through Wednesday nights only)

RegistrationRegistrationMusicMusic

East TN's most versatile gospel quartet shares their love of Jesus 
Christ through song! Presenting you gospel, a cappella, and 
inspirational music!

King’s Cadence - Gospel Quartet King’s Cadence - Gospel Quartet MusicMusic

Justin HaynesJustin Haynes

 Justin Haynes has served as the 
Contemporary Worship Director at 
Middlebrook Pike United Methodist 
Church since 2004. In addition, he is 
employed by Pilot/Flying J as a recruiter. 
He is a graduate of the University of 
South Carolina (BS of Music Education), 
University of Tennessee (Masters of Jazz 

Studies and Human Resources). 

Willie KitchensWillie Kitchens

Willie David Kitchens, Jr., fell in 
love with music at an early age. At 
age seven, Kitchens began singing at 
community churches with his sisters 
and his father,Willie Kitchens, Sr., who 
taught his son to play guitar when he 
was ten.
He serves as minister of music to the 

Bethlehem-Wiley United Methodist Church.

Bryan Underwood Bryan Underwood 

Bryan Underwood serves as Pianist at 
Voices of the Mountains and Director  
of Music and Worship Arts at First 
United Methodist Church, Marion, 
Virginia. Bryan is also Staff Pianist at 
Emory & Henry College
Bryan has served as Organist/
Accompanist at Holston’s Annual 

Conference for many years.

https://convocation.holston.org

