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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 
 
February: 
 
Teaching & Preaching Lent 2023 w/Adam Hamilton 
February 2   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Adam Hamilton will give practical advice on how you can have the greatest impact during 
the Lenten season. He will also preview his new Lenten study, Luke: Jesus and the  
Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws, exploring the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus as told in the Gospel of Luke. Through Luke’s stories we find Jesus’ care and  
compassion for all as he welcomes sinners and outcasts 
 
Let Them Come to Me: Children in Worship 

February 13   Online   1.5 CEUs 
 
The value of generations worshiping together is becoming more clear. This course will  
explore the place of children in congregational worship and offer practical suggestions for 
successfully including children in the worshiping community as well as teaching children 
about the elements of worship.   
 
Doing Ministry in Innovative Ways:  
Casting our nets on the right side of the boat 
February 16   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
During this session, Dr. Michael Bowie, Jr.,  will share steps and ideas about how we can 
lead our congregations to cast nets on the other side of the boat, creating enthusiasm and 
ministry in ways unimagined before. 
 
(W)Holy Faith: The Contemplative Life 
February 20-April 3   Online   1.5 CEUs 
 
This class will provide an overview of the definition, intention, and benefits of regular  
contemplative practices. It will explore how these practices can build and sustain our 
awareness of God’s presence and creative action, inspiring and nurturing a faith rooted in 
curiosity, wonder, and a desire to let go of our false selves.   
 
Forging a New Path – Moving the Church Forward in a Post-Pandemic World 
February 21   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
In this webinar, Rebekah Simon-Peter, author of Forging a New Path will discuss  
questions that people in churches across the country are having.  
When do things go back to normal? How do we get people (back) to church? 
How do we do more with less? 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://amplifymedia.com/lent-adam-hamilton/
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/childrens-ministry/ifd164-let-them-come-to-me-children-in-worship/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/doing-ministry-in-innovative-ways-casting-our-nets-on-the-right-side-of-the-boat/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/doing-ministry-in-innovative-ways-casting-our-nets-on-the-right-side-of-the-boat/
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/spiritual-formation/ifd218-wholy-faith-the-contemplative-life/
https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/spiritual-formation/ifd218-wholy-faith-the-contemplative-life/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/rebekah2302/


 

 

Biblical Women, Lenten Longing, and 21st Century Lives 
February 20 - March 31   Online   3.0 CEUs 
 
In this course, learners will look at a selection of unnamed women in the Bible through the 
lens of longing – for Wisdom, for Life, and for Mercy. They will look at wise (and foolish) 
women in II Samuel and Matthew, at dying (and living) daughters in Judges and Mark, and 
at compassionate (and merciless) women in I Kings and the gospels. 

In the process, learners will search for ways they, too, can be wise, fully alive, and merciful. 
 
 
Making the Most of Easter 
February 23   Online   0.3 CEUs 
 
Easter is a great opportunity to offer hope, fun and encouragement to families across 
your community. As you prepare, The Resurrection ShareChurch Ministry Team is 
ready to help with ideas, lessons and tips we’ve found can make or break this major 
outreach opportunity. Whether you’re looking for new ideas or have events already in 
the works, we’ll offer guidance on communicating effectively with people in your  
community who don’t go to church, effectively engaging with families and maximizing 
the number who return.  
 

Convocation 2023: Praying Together 
February 27 - March 1  Pigeon Forge, TN   2.0 CEUs 
 
Register now to attend this month’s exciting Ministers’ Convocation event. Hear inspiring 
plenary messages on prayer, experience moving worship and music, and enjoy fellowship 
with your clergy colleagues. Full brochure appears at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
Even More Ways to Effectively Communicate with Your Church & Community 
February 28   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
In this session, Kevin Slimp will look deeper at ways to effectively communicate to the 
church and outside the walls of the church through topics such as: methods of  
communications, improving the design of Information sent out from the church, what  
people want to hear from their church, things we often forget to communicate with our  
congregations, and technology to improve communication at all size congregations. 
 
 
2023 Technology Updates for Your Ministry   
February 28   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Are your ministry’s computer keeping up with all you have to do? Is important information 
secure – like donor and employee personal information? Are you sure? 
Join UMC Support’s IT expert Josh Wallin as he guides us through important computer  
updates for 2023 – and learn how the power to update your computer may already be in 
your control.  
 

https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/seasonal-lent-advent/ifd155-biblical-women-lenten-longing-and-21st-century-lives/
https://sharechurch.com/event/making-the-most-of-easter/
https://www.holston.org/event/17127490?month=1&year=2023&day=1&display=l
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/convocation2023PrayingTogether
https://clergyeducation.com/events/comm2301-671/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZTbulNw6RYavfFgphyMWmQ?utm_source=GCFA+Collaborator+List&amp;utm_campaign=3504d2a35e-JULY_COLLAB_2022_COPY_01&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_term=0_e2374edd5b-3504d2a35e-86924257


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  

 CLERGY  

  NOTES:  

It’s a good time to check your CEU totals for the year. Remember, Convocation offers 2 full 
CEUs for attendance and completion of the evaluation form - 2/3 of your annual continuing 
education requirement! 

             Book Review 
Soul Care in African American Practice 
 - by Barbara Peacock 
 
Barbara Peacock will be one of our featured speakers at Convocation 
later this month. (See registration link in events section.) 
 
Here are some reviews of her book, Soul Care:" 

“As Barbara Peacock writes, through spiritual disciplines we can hear from God as he  
responds to the humble cry from the intentionally consecrated heart. This is a book about 
the nourishment of the soul―drinking from his fountain, soaking in his presence―that  
results in his rest. Barbara has shared her accumulated depth of spiritual maturity that 
comes from a lifelong and generational journey, even through the dark night of the soul. As 
she describes the legacy of slavery's Middle Passage for all of us, her words resonate to the 
national spiritual foundation of prayer, the impact of bended knees on the very breath we 
breathe, who we are, and who we are becoming. Never have we needed this more."  
   - Tom Phillips, vice president of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association  

"Barbara Peacock has lovingly offered a much-needed contribution to the modern spiritual 
formation movement. Her gentle teaching on soul care topics and suggestions for practicing 
them, enveloped by the feel and flavor of the African American experience while introducing 
the reader to some incredible heroes of the faith, combine to create a truly transformational 
text."            - Stephen A. Macchia, founder and president of Leadership Transformations, Inc  

 
About the Author 

Barbara L. Peacock (DMin, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary) is a spiritual director, author, 
teacher, and preacher. She is the founder of Barbara L. Peacock Ministries, a ministry committed to 
developing disciples through prayer, spiritual direction, soul care, mentoring, and teaching. 

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
Soul%20Care%20in%20African%20American%20Practice


A Message from Our Director... 

I was wondering. What is one of those such goals that you have had in your ministry? Is it 
a trip to the Holy Land? Is it applying for a Lily Grant and spending time doing what makes 
your heart sing? ( I had done all the paperwork for one of those, but was moved and didn’t 
feel that I could be engaged in that endeavor after getting to a new assignment.) Do you 
want to attend some event that meets a special need in your ministry to strengthen an area 
of weakness? Do you want time away for spiritual discernment? What is it that is greater 
than a two-hour continuing education event in your district? What would really challenge 
you and stretch you beyond what you are currently doing? 
 

I encourage you to look for that thing that is grander than what you have ever considered 
doing and to begin planning on how you could achieve your goal. I believe that it will make 
you a better pastor and leader. If the Wesley Leadership Institute can help you in the  
planning of such an event, then please get in touch with me, and I will see what I can do to 
help make it happen. I don’t make any promises, but I am willing to talk with you and help 
you develop a plan. 

  

 

         - Terry Goodman 
            Director of Clergy Services 

 

Events, Continued: 
 
March: 
 
Serious Answers to Hard Questions 
March 6 - May 15   Online   2.2 CEUs 
 
10 Christian and Jewish theologians – world experts in their fields and persons of faith – 
each address a single perplexing obstacle to faith for many both in and outside of the 
church.  They are: Evil - R. Kendall Soulen, Wesley Theological Seminary, Religion and 
Science - John Polkinghorne, Cambridge University, Other Religions - Sathianathan 
Clarke, Wesley Theological Seminary, Evangelism & Tolerance – Scott Jones, Bishop;  
formerly Perkins School of Theology, The God of the Old Testament - Amy-Jill Levine,  
Vanderbilt Divinity School, Jesus and Christianity - Richard B. Hays, Duke Divinity School,  
Resurrection - N. T. Wright, Bishop; formerly Oxford University The Gnostic Gospels - Ben 
Witherington, Asbury Theological Seminary, The Sins of the Church – Douglas M. Strong, 
Wesley Theological Seminary, & Forgiveness - L. Gregory Jones, Duke Divinity School. 

Last week I attended the first of eight week-long quarterly sessions 
of the Upper Room Academy for Spiritual Formation. It has been a 
goal of mine for many years to participate in this kind of intense 
learning and growth opportunity. Let's just say it was a good week 
and a time of soul work that I greatly needed. 

https://beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/wmn-101-serious-answers-to-hard-questions/




Monday, February 27, 2023Monday, February 27, 2023
 2:00 p.m. Registration begins  
 5:00 p.m. Dinner  
 7:00 p.m. Welcome and Announcements 
   Worship and Communion   
    Preaching ~ Barbara L. Peacock 
       Desert Prayers  Matthew 14:13-21 
    Music ~ Justin Haynes & the 
       Middlebrook Pike UMC Worship Team
 8:30  Registration Resumes    
    Convention Center Lobby

Tuesday, February 28, 2023Tuesday, February 28, 2023
 7:00 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
    (included w/room reservation)

 9:00 a.m. Devotional ~ Willie Kitchens & Jeff Seay
 9:15 a.m. Plenary ~ Luther E. Smith, Jr. 
    When Prayer is a Hazard
 10:30 a.m. Break 
 10:45 a.m. Plenary ~ Barbara L. Peacock 
    Praying Together: Created to Commune
 Noon  Lunch break
 1:45 p.m. Devotional ~ Willie Kitchens & Jeff Seay
 2:00 p.m. ”TED” talks on prayer/discussions 
    ~ Sharon Bowers, Beth Tipton,  
     Eric Rieger, and Susan Arnold
 3:15 p.m. Break
 3:30 p.m. Plenary ~ Luther E. Smith, Jr. 
    Phases of Contemplative Praying
 5:00 p.m. Dinner and Free time 
 7:00 p.m. AT Chaplain Commissioning 
   Offering for Second Harvest Food Bank 
   Worship 
    Music ~ King’s Cadence
 8:15 p.m. Reception in hotel 
   Immediately after worship - 
    in hotel lobby & breakfast room

ScheduleSchedule
(Note: all events take place in Quartet Ballroom—Dobro, Harp, Ukelele) 

2.0 CEUs given for full participation 
and receipt of evaluation form.

CEUsCEUs

Wednesday, March 1, 2023Wednesday, March 1, 2023
 7:00 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
    (included w/room reservation)

 8:15 a.m. Devotional ~ Willie Kitchens & Jeff Seay
 8:30 a.m. Plenary ~ Barbara L. Peacock 
    Praying Together: Created to Commune
 9:45 a.m. Break 
 10:00 a.m. Plenary ~ Luther E. Smith, Jr. 
    Unending Prayer
 11:15 a.m. Break
 11:30 a.m. Closing Worship and Communion 
    Preacher and Celebrant 
     ~ Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 
    Music ~ Bryan Underwood

Child CareChild Care
The Holston Foundation is 
generously underwriting the cost 
of child care again this year, so 
there will be NO COST to families. We will be using the 
large family suite at Music Road Hotel on the first floor. 
First Sevierville staff will again be providing our child care 
service. Snacks and lunch will be available for the little 
ones. You can pick up a child care schedule at registration.

If you have a medical emergency, call 911.
The nearest hospital is:  

LeConte Medical Center
742 Middle Creek Road • Sevierville, TN 37862

865-446-7000
Take Henderson Chapel Road to left on the Parkway/441. 
Go 1.7 mi. to right on Collier Road, then go 1.5 mi. to left  
on Veteran’s Blvd. Go 1.1 mi. to right on Blanton Road,  

then 0.4 mi. to left on Middle Creek Road. 

Medical EmergencyMedical Emergency



Plenary SpeakersPlenary Speakers

Barbara L. PeacockBarbara L. Peacock

Dr. Barbara L. Peacock is the author 
of the award-winning book Soul Care 
in African American Practice. She also 
wrote Psalm 119 Scriptural Journal and 
Called to Teach (Acronym C.A.L.L.E.D. 
means Commissioned As Leaders, 
Learners, Educations and Disciples). 
She is passionate about the disciplines 

of prayer, spiritual direction (soul care), lectio, and visio divina. 
In 2013 she founded Barbara L. Peacock Ministries. This 
ministry is committed to providing safe spaces for encounters 
with God.
Previously Dr. Peacock served as Minister of Discipleship and 
Prayer at The Park Church, Charlotte, NC. Her 14 years of 
servant leadership included oversight of numerous ministries. 
As a result of such experiences, her praying, preaching, 
teaching, facilitating, counseling, coaching, spiritual directing 
and mentoring are enriched. Barbara’s passion for soul care and 
seeing lives transformed is evident in her ministry.
Some of the boards Dr. Peacock has served on are: ECO 
(Energy Committed To Offenders), Charlotte Awake, Women 
in Ministry International, MACEA (Mid-Atlantic Christian 
Education Association) and In His Presence Global Ministry. 
She has also served as Christian Education Director for 
American Baptist Churches of the South and Chaplain for the 
WNBA (Women’s National Basketball Association). Currently 
she serves with For Charlotte Prayer, Vision 2020 Prayer and 
Fashion and Compassion.
Dr. Peacock’s enjoys traveling, writing, exercising, eating good 
food and playing games like Scrabble, Every Word and Sudoku. 
She has been married to her husband Gilbert for 42 years.

Special Offering RecipientSpecial Offering Recipient
Our offering this year during Tuesday night worship will go 
to Second Harvest Food Bank. Second Harvest’s programs 
are set up to reach every demographic in every corner of East 
Tennessee. From programs specific to children and seniors, 
to programs specializing in meeting families’ needs, no one is 
forgotten if they are experiencing hunger.

Luther E. Smith, Jr.Luther E. Smith, Jr.

Luther E. Smith, Jr., Ph.D. is Professor 
Emeritus of Church and Community, 
Candler School of Theology of Emory 
University (Atlanta, Georgia), where 
he served on the faculty for thirty-five 
years. While at Emory University, 
Dr. Smith served as President of the 
University Senate, President of the 

University’s Faculty Council, and as Candler’s Associate 
Dean for Faculty Development. The title of his teaching 
position reflects his commitment to social transformation as an 
expression of religious conviction. 
He writes and speaks extensively on issues of church and 
society, congregational renewal, interfaith cooperation, 
Christian spirituality, and the thought of Howard Thurman. 
In addition to speaking to academic, religious, and civic 
audiences throughout the United States, he has lectured in 
England, South Korea, Hong Kong, India, Canada, Ireland, 
Poland, and Germany.
Dr. Smith helped to found the International Community School 
that has as its mission educational excellence for children who 
have experienced the traumas of war and violence. He is also 
a cofounder of the Interfaith Children’s Movement (Georgia) 
that educates, mobilizes, and networks faith communities in 
being advocates for all children, and has served on its board 
since 2001. He currently serves as the Coordinator for the Pan-
Methodist Campaign for Children in Poverty that mobilizes 
the churches and theological schools of six Methodist 
denominations to be active in service to and advocacy for 
children in poverty.
He is an ordained minister of the Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He lives in Stone Mountain, Georgia, where he is 
married to Helen Pearson Smith. They have four children and 
five grandchildren.

Second Harvest volunteers package food for distribution

Appalachian Trail ChaplainsAppalachian Trail Chaplains
The 2023 Holston Conference Appalachian Trail Chaplains 
are Al Boyes and Christopher Halliburton. Al enjoys hiking 
in our Smoky Mountains while Christopher enjoys hiking the 
Ozark mountains in Arkansas.
We are so pleased to commission these two intrepid hikers 
as Appalachian Trail Chaplains this year.

Al BoyesAl Boyes Christopher HalliburtonChristopher Halliburton

http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf
http://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Olu_Brown_bio.pdf


Name ____________________________________________________

Preferred name for name tag: _________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City, State Zip _______________________________________________

Phone _________________________ Cell _______________________

E-mail ____________________________________________________

Charge _______________________________ District______________

I PLAN TO ATTEND   o in person   o on-line

CHILD CARE  o  I need child care during Convocation. 

Name ____________________________________  Age _____

Name ____________________________________  Age _____

PROGRAM REGISTRATION FEE
Early Bird Registration (by Jan. 27)   $  95.00 per person
Regular Program Fee (Jan. 28-Feb. 19) $115.00 per person
Late Registration (Feb. 20-27)  $125.00 per person

$________ Program Fee Paid   o Early Bird   o Regular   o Late

 PREFERRED:PREFERRED:  Register On-Line at  
convocation.holston.org  

or Make check payable to HOLSTON CONFERENCE
Send completed form and check to:

Holston Conference UMC
Attn: Wesley Leadership Institute
P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850
Phone:  865/293-4135 (leave message)

Check Number __________  

If you wish to pay for your registration with a credit card,  
you must register on-line. (Paypal account not needed to register.) 

Note: Cancellation must be made  
by February 22, 2023, to receive a refund.  

Room reservations are separate and made directly with Music Road Resort. 
See hotel registration details below.

ROOM RESERVATIONSROOM RESERVATIONS 
To reserve your hotel room for Convocation 2023: 

Call 1-800-429-7700
Name: Holston Conference Convocation

Group ID: 11554
One night deposit required at time of reservation.

 Rooms starting at $109.00 per night plus tax  
(Sunday through Wednesday nights only)

RegistrationRegistrationMusicMusic

East Tennessee's most versatile gospel quartet shares their love of 
Jesus Christ through song! Presenting you gospel, a cappella, and 
inspirational music!

King’s Cadence - Gospel Quartet MusicKing’s Cadence - Gospel Quartet Music

Willie KitchensWillie Kitchens

Willie David Kitchens, Jr., fell in 
love with music at an early age. At 
age seven, Kitchens began singing at 
community churches with his sisters 
and his father,Willie Kitchens, Sr., who 
taught his son to play guitar when he 
was ten.
He serves as minister of music to the 

Bethlehem-Wiley United Methodist Church.

Bryan Underwood Bryan Underwood 

Bryan Underwood serves as Pianist at 
Voices of the Mountains and Director  
of Music and Worship Arts at First 
United Methodist Church, Marion, 
Virginia. Bryan is also Staff Pianist at 
Emory & Henry College
Bryan has served as Organist/
Accompanist at Holston’s Annual 

Conference for many years.

This group, led by Justin Haynes, serves as the Contemporary 
Worship leaders at Middlebrook Pike United Methodist 
Church, Knoxville, TN.

Middlebrook Pike UMC Worship TeamMiddlebrook Pike UMC Worship Team

https://convocation.holston.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFO: 

 

  Director - The Rev. Terry Goodman                                                     Phone: 865-293-4147 
                                                 terrygoodman@holston.org  
   
  Admin. Asst./Editor - Sue Weber      Phone: (865) 293-4135 
            sue@holston.org 

mailto:Admin.%20Asst./Editor%20-%20Sue%20Weber
mailto:sue@holston.org
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