
 

Holston Foundation grant applications are available and due on March 15! 

Scroll to the bottom to learn more.  

 

 

When You Look At The World, What Tugs At Your Heart? 
By Richard Edwards, Director of Stewardship 

 

What more could happen? A pandemic, unprecedented in our lifetimes…..The mounting economic toll brought 

with it….The racial and political strife we recently witnessed. Surely, we yearn for a period of new hope, healing, 

and renewal. And those things may be coming as we find our way forward.  

But, first, there is this little thing called “winter” that has interjected itself into our lives in a particularly powerful 

way this year. And while most of the Holston area has been spared the worst of it, the same can’t be said for 

much of the country. Places like Oklahoma, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, and even nearby middle and western 

Tennessee have felt its powerful onslaught. But no place 

has endured its ravages like Texas, where the recent 

historic winter storm left many millions of people without 

power and running water in record-setting freezing 

temperatures. With the ninth-largest economy in the 

world (…bigger than Russia’s economy), Texas came to a 

crippling and dangerous halt. 

With the power grid crippled and millions suffering, 

people reacted in different ways. One unsympathetic 

mayor in Colorado City, Texas, took to Facebook to 

demand that “lazy” people get electricity and water on 

their own. Mayor Tim Boyd then removed his post and 

resigned, writing that he was “sick and tired of people 

looking for a (blank) handout!” 

But another man, 70-year-old Jim “Mattress Mack” McIngvale, saw things in a different way. McIngvale, a well-

known furniture store owner in the Houston area, opened two of his stores to people in need. In a video posted 

on Twitter he stated, “We’ve got facilities that have lots of comfy furniture for you to ride out this storm.” 

(Thankfully, they also had large generators that kept the stores warm and well-lit). He invited people in “for two 

hours or two days, whatever your need.” When people entered, they were given sweatshirts, blankets, and 

water and directed to areas with hot food. Multiple news stories showed families huddled together on brand 

new couches, recliners, and beds. Some 800 people would come in during day hours to warm up and get coffee 
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and food throughout the week. And most nights, some 350 people slept in the furniture showrooms. Extra 

masks were available, and social distancing was practiced as much as possible. 

This wasn’t the first time Jim McIngvale had responded in such a way to pressing human need. He had 

previously opened his Gallery Furniture stores to people who fled Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Hurricane Harvey in 

2017, and Tropical Storm Imelda in 2019. 

But this time, something more tugged at his heart and caused him to act. While driving to church on Valentine’s 

Day, he saw police putting a sheet over a homeless man who had frozen to death. He said, “That really got to 

me. I decided that morning if conditions got worse, I’d open the store to anyone who needed shelter.” 

When have you had that kind of moment in your life? What has really gotten to you lately? What is tugging at 

your heart? 

A fellow pastor has said she prays this prayer more often than any other prayer: 

“We give you thanks, O God, that out of all the ways you choose to be made known, you choose to work 

through us, as imperfect as we are.” 

And as her understanding of how God works through her gifts has grown, her attitude about giving has shifted. 

She no longer gives out of obligation or guilt. She gives because she is in awe that God chooses to work in and 

through her life. 

In that light, I invite you to prayerfully consider a few questions: 

 When you look at the world, what tugs at your heart? 
  

 What need is God calling you to help meet? 
  

 How will you share the assets with which God has entrusted you? 

If you would like to discuss these questions and perhaps pray about them, I invite you to contact the Holston 

Foundation and president, Paul Bowman (865-690-8124). We would be honored and blessed to hear what is 

tugging at your heart. 

Together in Christ, 

Richard Edwards 

Director of Stewardship 

865-661-8373 (cell) 
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D O N O R  S T O R Y  

Bush Holley 

Lawrence (Bush) Holley was a bit different. He wore a fumanchu and slept... Read 

More 
 
  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Gifts of Stock 

What will the market do this year? Perhaps the best answer is, "It will go up and 

down." Stock returns vary to a significant degree each year. However, long-term 

stock returns have been reasonably substantial. Read More 

    

 S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

Do I Need to Sign Up for Medicare If I Am Still Working? 

I will turn 65 in a few months and plan to keep working for several more years. I have good health insurance 

from my employer now. Do I have to sign up for Medicare when I reach 65? Read More 

 

    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

Flexible Spending Account Options for 2021 

A flexible spending account (FSA), also known as a "cafeteria" plan, enables individuals to pay for medical or 

dependent care expenses. There are at least 33 million employees in the U.S. who use their FSA to pay for 

various medical expenses. Read More 

 

    

 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - Hyatt Releases Earnings Report Read More 

Bonds - Treasury Yields Continue Upward Trend Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Mortgage Rates Increase Read More 

 

 
 

 

Grants for Churches & Ministries 

In 2020, the Holston Foundation gave $268,923 to churches and ministries through grants! Ministry certainly 
looks a bit different these days, but the Church continues to stand in the gaps and serve the most vulnerable in 
our communities and world. The Holston Foundation is now accepting grant applications for 2021 from churches 
and ministries. 
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Apply Now 
 
Applications are due on Monday, March 15, 2021!  
 
Learn more about the types of grants the Holston Foundation offers: 
Programming Grants 
Mission Grants 
 
Grant facts: Grants awardees are eligible to re-apply each year, but grants aren't meant to be depended on as 
sustainable funding for the ministry. Learn more and strengthen your application by reading the Holston 
Foundation's Grant Policy. 
 
Want to learn more about what types of ministries have recently received grants? Check out the 2020 Holston 
Foundation Grant Awards list. 
 
Grant Timeline: Grant applications are reviewed by the grant committee of the Holston Foundation's Board of 
Directors and awards are typically made in May.  
  

Scholarships 

Did you know that more than $94,500 was given to students through the Holston Foundation in 2020? Help us 
share this scholarship opportunity with the students in your life and church. Higher education and seminary 
scholarship applications for the 2021-2022 academic year are now available.  
 
Higher Education Application 
 
Seminary Application 
 
Scholarship applications are due on April 30, 2021! 
 
Holston Foundation scholarships are made possible through the generosity of donors who chose to leave a 
legacy of education.  
 

Dollars for Scholars 

 
Things to know: 
1. The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation's 
(UMHEF) scholarship applications are now open through Monday, 
March 1.  
2. You can apply for UMHEF scholarships, Dollars for Scholars 
scholarships, AND Holston Foundation scholarships!  
 
UMHEF scholarship programs:  
The Dollars for Scholars Program is a non-competitive scholarship 
that begins with a $1,000 award from your local UM church, which can 
be matched by UMEHF, your higher education institution, and then 
matched by the Holston Foundation for a total of 
$4,000! Read specifics and apply for the Dollars for Scholars 
Program  
 
The General Named Endowed Scholarship Program is a traditional program that includes awards of 
various amounts from named funds established by various donors. For more information about these programs, 
eligibility requirements, and how to apply, visit UMHEF. 
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Do you want to make a difference by providing a grant or scholarship? Can this be part of your legacy?  Contact 
Holston Foundation president Paul Bowman at 865-690-8124 to begin a conversation.  

 

Holston Foundation Online Giving 

Want to contribute to Holston Foundation scholarships, ministry with the people of South Sudan, Partners in 
Crisis, disaster relief, and more? You can give online through the Holston Foundation! Check out the 
opportunities to share generously with others.  

Give Now 

 

Meet with the Holston Foundation 

 
The Holston Foundation continues to meet with church leaders, 
committees, donors, and family. Want to meet in-person safely? We'll 
come to you! Want to meet virtually? We can join your meeting or set-
up one for you or your committee. The Holston Foundation wants to 
be part of your conversation.  Reach out to Paul Bowman to set up a 
meeting however you feel most comfortable today.  
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