
 

Five Reasons to Talk About Planned Giving 

By Julia Frisbee 

 

A planned gift is any gift above and beyond a person’s usual 

pledge that requires careful thought and planning ahead of 

time. Most planned gifts come in the form of bequests (gifts 

made through a person’s will after death) or beneficiary 

designations. If you’re hesitant to talk about this type of 

giving at your church, you’re not alone… but you might be 

missing out on some ministry-changing generosity! Here are 

five reasons to start talking about planned giving at your 

church. 

 

1. It's a ministry 

Getting their affairs in order lifts a burden off your members’ shoulders. And knowing that they’ll be remembered 

with love is even better. While it can feel awkward to start a conversation along these lines, being invited to talk 

about it can be a huge relief. We all know that we can’t take our money with us when we die. Talking it over with 

trusted friends and faith leaders normalizes and demystifies it. And planning ahead for generosity breathes hope 

and joy into the process. 

 

2. The timing is right 

The Greatest Generation is disappearing, Baby Boomers are retiring, and Gen X’ers are seeing their families 

rapidly mature into adulthood. For these reasons and more, many of them are writing their wills now. We are 

experiencing the greatest transfer of wealth from one generation to the next in the history of this nation. Are you 

ready? 

 

3. Someone else is already asking 

It may feel awkward to ask your members about including the church in their planned giving, but your members’ 

alma maters and other favorite charities have already asked. And many of your members are already planning 

to make bequests to these other causes, even though their connection with your church is far deeper. If you 

don’t ask, someone else will. It is that simple. 

 

4. Planned gifts help your church manage risk 

Many of your most faithful givers are also your oldest. What will happen when the three most generous 

members in your church pass away? A planned gift can help mitigate the financial hit that a church takes when it 

loses a key giver, creating a more stable cash flow.   
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5. It sparks creativity around your church's future 

When you think long term—moving beyond annual stewardship campaigns or urgent requests to cover budget 

shortfalls, and asking for gifts that may not materialize for decades—it shows you believe that your church will 

be making a difference for generations to come. And it invites your members to co-create that vision. Brainstorm 

together about what’s made the biggest impact for each of them: is it outreach? Education? Pastoral care? 

Music? What might those ministries look like in the long-term? How can we set the church up for continued 

success in these areas? When people plan to support your cause within and beyond their lifetimes, they become 

more invested. This allows planned gifts to benefit your ministries even before you’ve received them. 

  

The Holston Foundation wants to work with you and your church to talk about planned giving. The Foundation 

can partner with you to develop ways to talk about planned giving that fits your church. Want additional 

resources? Visit HolstonLegacy.org now.   

 

View the web-version of the article here.   

 
 

 
  

  

S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

Who Needs to See a Geriatrician? 

What can you tell me about geriatrics doctors? My father, who is 82, takes eight 

different prescription drugs for different health issues but has not been feeling like 

himself lately. I am wondering if he would benefit by seeing a geriatrician in place of 

his... Read More 
 
  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Separate & Joint Property 

"My brother Pete and I own a ranch together," said Joe to his advisor. "We inherited 

the four sections of our ranch from my mother. As a single person, I think that I will 

plan to leave 50% of my share to Pete and the other half to my favorite charity. Read 

More 
    

 D O N O R  S T O R Y  

Edith Leming Skinrood 

EDITH LEMING SKINROOD had the looks of a movie star and the disposition of an angel. Read More 
 

    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

September – Excellent Time to Check Your Withholding 

With about four months left this year, September is an excellent time to check your withholding amounts. In IR-

2019-149, the Service explained enhancements to the Tax Withholding Estimator tool on IRS.gov. Read More 
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 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - Vera Bradley Earnings are a Mixed Bag Read More 

Bonds - Yields Rise as Trade Discussions Set to Resume Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Mortgage Rates Decrease Read More 

 

 
 

50 Ways to Encourage Faithful Giving 

There's something for everyone and every church! Read the full list  
 
'Tis the season for thinking of stewardship and commitment campaigns in 
churches across the Holston Conference. Take a few minutes to read the list 
above for inspiration in how you can inspire generosity. What can you add to 
your own "to do" list today? Even if it's just to say thank you to someone in 
your church today.  
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