
 

Why Choose Generosity in Times 
of Uncertainty & Fear? 

There will always be a reason for someone to be afraid of 
something. It could be financial market volatility, political unrest, 
health scares, or social complexities. Sometimes all of those 
combined at once. These circumstances and realities come and 
go, and they affect us in different ways based on age, stage of 
life, or perspectives. It is a very human thing to search for safety 
and security in the things that we believe we can control.  

 If we work hard, we can get the promotion. 

 If we save enough, we can weather any financial storm. 

 If we invest enough, we can eventually retire. 

 If we elect the right person, all our problems will be solved. 

It would be great if our desires and intent always created the anticipated reality. But what about when it 

doesn't?  

 What happens when we work hard but get passed over for the promotion? 

 What happens when an unfortunate and unforeseen circumstance drains our resources? 

 What happens when our investments aren't able to provide the lifestyle in retirement we desired? 

 What happens when the person we hoped would solve our problems doesn't? 

The truth is the longer you live, the less black and white life becomes. It's nowhere near as simple as a 10-step 

plan to anything. But there is one discipline that just about everyone agrees on—in and out of faith circles—and 

that is generosity matters.  

 

Why Generosity? 

 Generosity keeps us from placing ourselves at the center of our universe. 

 Generosity invites us to shift our security from what we can keep to what we can give. 

 Generosity compels those who have a little and those who have a lot to share. 

 Generosity shapes our sense of community by causing us to come to grips with the persistent needs of 

others all around us. 

 Generosity teaches us that what we have is a gift and is to be freely, openly, and liberally shared with 

others. 

http://holstonlegacy.org/


Continue to the full article from Horizons Stewardship 

 

Have you considered new ways to be generous during this time of uncertainty? During times of uncertainty, we 

need to be generous now more than ever. If you would like to have a conversation about gift opportunities, 

planned giving, or how the Foundation can be a resource for you, contact Paul Bowman today. 

 

 
 

 
  

  

D O N O R  S T O R Y  

Eudow & Maybelle Hamm 

Eudow Hamm was a quiet and gentle man with a love of God and life. Read More 
 
  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Integrity and Initiative 

Pat and Allen were talking about their three children. They are empty nesters and the 

three children are off making their way in the world. Read More 

    

 S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

Can I Stop Receiving Social Security if I Go Back to Work? 

I lost my job last month because of the coronavirus crisis. With little savings, I have been thinking about 

starting my Social Security benefits early to help me get by. But my question is, if I find a new job can I stop my 

Social Security benefits and... Read More 

 

    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

Last Minute Tax Filers Nearing July 15 Date 

In IR–2020–145, the Service encouraged taxpayers to remember the July 15 tax-filing deadline. With the impact 

of the coronavirus on all Americans, the IRS changed the filing date this year from April 15 to July 15. Read 

More 

 

    

 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - Simply Good Foods Reports Earnings Read More 

Bonds - Treasury Yields Hold at Lows Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Mortgage Rates Reach Record Low Read More 
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Virtual or In-Person: 
You Choose How to Meet with 
the Holston Foundation  

Are your church's finance, investment or endowment committees 

meeting virtually during this crisis? How do you feel most 
comfortable having a conversation about planned giving? The 
Holston Foundation is available to meet with you or your committee 
virtually OR in-person as we seek to best serve you and follow 
current guidance. Contact Paul Bowman today to schedule a 
conversation that best fits you and your church's needs.  
 

South Sudan Ministry Update 

"The pastors and missionaries that have held a partnership with Holston Conference for 14 years are 
persevering with faith formation, education and sustainability projects -- in the face of enormous odds. Despite 
setbacks, the mission is blazing onward, say Holston leaders." Read the full update from The Call 

Holston Foundation Awards Scholarships 

 
The Holston Foundation announces its 2020 scholarship recipients. Because of the generosity of others over 
$94,500 in scholarships has been given to higher education and seminary students for the upcoming school 
year! Over $58,000 in scholarships were awarded to 18 higher education students from the Holston 
Conference.  
 

Seminary Scholarships 

Over $36,000 in scholarships were awarded to 10 Holston Conference seminary students who are pursuing 
divinity degrees. We celebrate our 2020 Seminary Scholars:   
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Seminary is expensive! Ask your pastor. Donors make seminary scholarships possible and make a difference in 
the lives of pastors. Is making a gift to seminary scholarships something you are passionate about? Will you 
consider establishing a seminary scholarship or including scholarship funds in your will? The gift of a scholarship 
is an incredible way to leave a legacy. If you are interested in leaving a legacy through scholarships, contact 
Paul Bowman, executive director, to have a conversation at 865-228-1796.  
 

2020 Grant Awards 

The Holston Foundation announces its 2020 grant awardees. The Foundation is proud to award more than 
$140,000 in grants to United Methodist churches and ministries to make a difference in the name of Christ.  

Full List of Grant Awards 

Grants are made possible by the generosity of donors who sought to leave a legacy and their gifts continue to 
make an impact each year. If you are interested in leaving a legacy of generosity, contact Paul Bowman, 
executive director, to have a conversation at 865-228-1796.  

Diversification Matters 

Why is diversification of your investments so important-especially in 2020? Brad Bower, chair of the Holston 
Foundation's professional investment committee and president of Patriot Investments, reflects on the current 
financial climate.  

Read more and share 
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