
 

Generosity Meets Needs. . . Even in a Pandemic 

 

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 

 

What was already a critical time for our brothers 

and sisters from South Sudan, is now even more 

critical because of coronavirus. The pandemic’s 

impact has no boundaries.  The Holston Foundation 

has been closely involved in the Holston 

Conference’s work from the beginning in South 

Sudan and continues now as our brothers and 

sisters survive in refugee camps in Uganda. 

 

Mandela Wani, a South Sudanese leader in the refugee camps, recognized that necessary health information was not 

available in their languages and from trusted sources. Misinformation and drastic restrictions on travel in the country 

had left many of our brothers and sisters in the dark for much of the pandemic. 

 

The need was clear: Communicate lifesaving health information in their native language from those they trust the 

most. The Holston Foundation and Holston Conference connected the need with a generous donor from Kingsport 

who made a gift that funds the communication of lifesaving health information to the Bidibidi refugee camp. 

 

Sharing important health information looks a bit different in a refugee camp where not everyone even has a radio. 

Enter the opportunity for creative ministry and communication: Madela put speakers on top of a truck to share 

information in their native languages to broadcast as they drove through the refugee camp including integrating new 

music to share about coronavirus. Posters are displayed throughout the refugee camp to share information and 

facemasks are being made.  

 

 

 

http://holstonlegacy.org/


 

Watch the ministry in action 
Click here to view video 

 

We give thanks for those who use their resources to help meet the needs of others, both locally and globally, during 

this time. We give thanks for those who find creative ways to do ministry and reach the most vulnerable. We give 

thanks for the opportunity to connect donors with their passions to make a difference. 

 

If you would like to give a gift to support local needs or our brothers and sisters in South Sudan during this critical 

time, please contact Paul Bowman to learn more about how your generosity can make a difference.   

 

 
  

  

D O N O R  S T O R Y  

Earl & Conchita Blazer 

Some would describe it as love at first sight! Conchita met her... Read More 
 
  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Important Life Decisions 

"How can I plan?" asked Mary. "We just sold our home and bought a retirement 

condo. Our older child just moved across the country and our younger child will be 

getting married later this year." Read More 

  

 S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

Grocery and Meal Service Delivery Options for Sheltering in Place 

Can you recommend some good grocery and/or meal service delivery options? My 78-year-old mother has 

always shopped for herself, but since the coronavirus pandemic hit, the grocery store shelves are always half 

empty, and she's getting more fearful of leaving... Read More 

 

    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

Seven Tips to Protect Your Stimulus Payment 

On May 14, 2020, J. Russell George, the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration, published seven 

tips to protect taxpayers against fraud. Millions of Americans have received Economic Impact Payments 

("Payments"). These stimulus Payments are a great... Read More 
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 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - Under Armour Posts Earnings Read More 

Bonds - Lows Continue for Treasury Yields Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Mortgage Rates Continue Steady Read More 

 

 
 

Holston Foundation Coronavirus Grants Make Impact 

 

The Holston Foundation awarded $58,00 in Coronavirus Emergency 
Response Grants to 59 United Methodist ministries and churches in 
the Holston Conference representing all nine districts.  
 
Churches throughout the Holston Conference are finding creative 
ways to meet needs during this time. Learn more about how 
churches are making an impact: 
 
Meadowview United Methodist Church's Mary's Lunch Box ministry 
expanded its elementary school food ministry to meet additional 
needs. Read the feature here 
 
Knoxville's WATE-TV has shared featured stories on grants given to 
two churches. Watch the videos here:  

                                       First UMC Gatlinburg's food delivery  
Powell United Methodist Church's food pantry 

 

Updated Coronavirus Resources for Churches & Leaders 
The Holston Foundation knows that churches are in unknown territory navigating this crisis. One way we can 
help partner with churches and ministries is to provide the best resources we have found during this time:  

 Road to Re-Opening The UMC webinar recording featuring large UMC church pastors from around 
the country discussing their detailed plans to re-open and their practical steps and lessons 

 Nuts and Bolts of Online Worship for no budget, low budget and beyond webinar recording from 
Church of the Resurrection IT team 

 Small Business Administration releases Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness 
application 

 Resource library from Horizons Stewardship featuring free resources from faith-based, health, and 
government officials including FAQ for Faith-Based Organizations, articles, prayers for the pandemic, and 
more 
Click here for the resource library (updated frequently) 

 How to Recover from a Decline in Giving feature from Church Executive Magazine 
 5 Tips for Managing Your Church Budget During the COVID-19 Crisis from Discipleship Ministries  
 Resources for Holston Conference churches: Click here 
 Resources for worship and stewardship from Discipleship Ministries: Click here 
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