
 

Finding Hope: The Better Angels Among Us 

By Rev. Richard Edwards, Holston Foundation Director of Stewardship 

 

The coronavirus has changed our world. An invisible enemy 

that has no respect for national or state boundaries has 

upended our lives as we know them. A few months ago I 

could never have envisioned worshiping every Sunday via 

the computer screen in our den. I would have never given 

any thought to being anxious as I entered our favorite 

grocery store. I couldn’t foresee doing a good part of my 

work for the Holston Foundation through multiple Zoom 

meetings. (I still think of the Brady Bunch every time our 

faces pop up!) And I could never fathom going 53 days 

without hugging or picking up my five-year-old grandson 

who lives just thirty minutes away. (Thankfully, we have 

good social distancing family visits in our driveway.) 

 

Yet, that is how quickly our lives have changed. And the truth is, it is not clear to anyone where this crisis is 

leading us. When can we emerge from our homes? How long, realistically, before we have a treatment or 

vaccine? How will we keep the virus at bay? 

 

Huge questions. No clear answers. And yet, in these uncertain times, I find much to be thankful for. I find 

reasons for hope. 

 

Like you, I am incredibly grateful for our health care workers on the front lines, risking their lives every day to 

save others’ lives. For nurses, doctors, paramedics, and P.A.’s, and, yes, the people who clean our hospitals and 

provide critical support services, we cannot say “thank-you” enough. 

 

For pharmacy workers, those who staff our grocery stores and those who resupply them, our law enforcement 

officers, our women and men in the military and national guards, our first responders, and all who are working 

to safeguard us and see us through these perilous times, we express deep gratitude. And for the families of all 

these heroes, we offer our prayers and thanksgiving. 

 

I also think about our scientists and researchers who are working tirelessly to find treatments and vaccines. 

Thank God, as committed Christian disciples, we can still believe deeply in science and the critical role it plays in 

bringing health and wholeness. 
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I’m thankful for those government leaders who lead with empathy and courage, candor, and integrity. Those 

who seek to bring us together, and call us to a common resolve. We pray that God will continue raising up those 

kinds of leaders to face our greatest challenge in generations. 

 

And to the American people (and people in all lands) who are staying at home, social distancing, wearing masks, 

checking on their neighbors, friends, families, and those most vulnerable among us – offering encouragement, 

kindness, and love – I say, “God bless you.” As someone has said, “The best in America give you the strength, 

courage, and inspiration to get through the worst.” 

 

I am also deeply thankful for the many pastors and churches leading in sacrificial, caring, and creative ways in 

these unprecedented times. I’ve experienced powerful worship as I’ve viewed livestream services from several 

of Holston’s churches. I’m aware of the many Sunday School classes and Bible studies that are continuing to 

meet through Zoom and other platforms. And I’m thankful for the meaningful ways many of our churches are 

reaching out to those most in need, during a time when we cannot gather. 

 

Recently, the Holston Foundation made available over $58,000 in emergency grant monies for Holston 

Conference churches that are seeking to respond to vital needs in their communities as a result of the COVID–

19 pandemic. Many wonderful grant requests were received from churches throughout Holston, and 59 of our 

churches received grant funds. These funds helped to support their Christ-like efforts to feed hungry people and 

help supply other needs in this time of pandemic and economic crisis. God is moving powerfully among the 

churches of Holston in this formidable time. 

 

On March 4, 1861, our newly elected President, Abraham Lincoln, spoke to a deeply divided nation in his first 

inaugural address. In the face of a coming Civil War which would commence in just thirty-nine days, Abraham 

Lincoln called upon Americans, north and south, to seek “the better angels of our nature.” That same call is 

going out today, and I remain hopeful and thankful that many Americans, and citizens of the world, are 

answering in ways that will lead to the greater good and the healing of this land and the lands beyond our 

shores. May we, as followers of Christ, and the Wesleyan way, daily summon our ‘better angels’ to help meet 

the enormous challenges ahead. We do so in the hope of the living Christ. 

 

Holston Foundation Gives 

Coronavirus Emergency 

Response Grants 

 

The Holston Foundation awarded $58,00 in Coronavirus 

Emergency Response Grants to 59 United Methodist ministries 

and churches in the Holston Conference representing all nine 

districts.  

 

Knoxville's WATE-TV has shared featured stories on grants given 

to two churches. Watch the videos here:  

First UMC Gatlinburg's food delivery  

Powell United Methodist Church's food pantry 
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The Holston Foundation received more than $124,000 in grant requests from those responding to needs. 

Churches and ministries were awarded grants that are meeting immediate needs in response to the coronavirus 

crisis to provide direct help to communities. 
 

Churches and ministries are responding by providing food in new and innovative ways, developing new 

partnerships, providing childcare, expanding necessary ministries, and more.  

 

Free Webinar: 
Seven Shifts That Will Define A New Normal For Local 
Church Ministry 

 

When: Tuesday, May 14 at 11:00 a.m. (EST) 

Who: Featuring Tony Morgan, from The Unstuck Group, hosted by Horizons Stewardship's CEO Joe Park 

What: Seven practical shifts church leaders need to consider as our culture moves beyond the Coronavirus 

outbreak and social distancing. In this webinar, you'll discover strategic insights to help you:  

 Understand why going back to "normal" may not be realistic 

 Identify what's most important right now 

 Curate the right conversations with staff and leadership 

 Outline a recovery and mobilization plan moving forward 

 Focus resources and commitments to new ministry opportunities 

Register for Free Webinar 

 
 

 
  

  

D O N O R  S T O R Y  

Linda Bird Wright 

The Rev. Linda Bird Wright has been through so much in the last two years, one 

would expect her to... Read More 
 
  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Gift Tax Surprise 

Bill: "Every year I pay income tax. And when I pass away my estate will owe tax. But I 

was absolutely stunned today to hear that I might even have to pay a gift tax! Do you 

mean that if I give this land to my children, there is yet another tax?" Read More 
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S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

Social Security Offers Lump Sum Payouts to Retirees 

In light of the recent economic downturn I have heard that Social Security offers a lump-sum payment to new 

retirees who need some extra cash. I have not yet filed for my retirement benefits and would like to investigate 

this option. What can you tell me? Read More 

 

    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

IRS Updates "Get My Payment" Tool 

Millions of Americans are receiving Economic Impact Payments from the IRS. With over 30 million Americans 

unemployed, the $1,200 payments for individuals (incomes up to $75,000) and $2,400 payments for married 

couples (incomes up to $150,000) are a welcome... Read More 

 

    

 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - Alphabet Reports Earnings Read More 

Bonds - Treasury Yields Hover at Lows Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Mortgage Rates Fall Read More 

 

 
 

Coronavirus Resources for Churches & Leaders  

The Holston Foundation knows that churches are in unknown territory navigating this crisis. One way we can 
help partner with churches and ministries is to provide the best resources we have found during this time:  

 Resource library from Horizons Stewardship featuring free resources from faith-based, health, and 
government officials including FAQ for Faith-Based Organizations, articles, prayers for the pandemic, and 
more 
Click here for the resource library (updated frequently) 

 How to Recover from a Decline in Giving feature from Church Executive Magazine 
 New Guidance from SBA on PPP loan forgiveness 
 5 Tips for Managing Your Church Budget During the COVID-19 Crisis from Discipleship Ministries  
 Resources for Holston Conference churches: Click here 
 Resources for worship and stewardship from Discipleship Ministries: Click here 

How to Fully Fund Ministry 
During Social Distancing 

The Holston Foundation, in partnership with the Holston 
Conference, recently hosted a webinar with our ministry partner, 
Horizons Stewardship filled with practical tips and resources: How 
to Fully Fund Ministry During Social Distancing. Thank you to the 
clergy and church leaders who participated!  
 

Click here to watch full webinar 

 

For all the FREE resources featured in the webinar  (and some great FREE stewardship and generosity 
resources), visit Giving365.com, and create a free account. 
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