
 

This is Not An Asterisk* Year for The Church 

Rev. Richard Edwards, Director of Stewardship 

 

Former Atlanta Braves Hall of Fame pitcher, John Smoltz, made an important statement this week. Many former 

baseball players and sports commentators say that the 2020 baseball season “shouldn’t count” in the same way 

that previous seasons have. Smoltz responded: “A 2020 World Series comes with no asterisk.” 

 

He went on to say that everything about baseball is different this season. Players and coaches have to adjust to 

new routines and training. There are no fans to keep the energy level of the players up. There is no cheering. 

(There are a lot of cardboard cut-out fans, but they tend to be fairly subdued). In short, everything is different, 

and everything is harder. The reality is that the young men playing baseball this year have made significant 

sacrifices, and their efforts should count. Whoever wins the World Series has earned it. A 2020 World Series 

should come with no asterisk. 

 

Having enjoyed sports my whole life, and loving The 

United Methodist Church that nurtured me through youth 

and called me to active service for our Lord, I see some 

parallels to the current state of the church and its 

journey. For many laity, and even retired clergy, like 

myself, it may have initially seemed that doing the work 

of the church would be a little easier once we entered a 

shutdown phase and many of our activities had to be 

deferred. After all, pastors and staff would be freed from 

attending countless meetings, pastoral care would have 

to set aside hospital and in-home visits, and there would 

surely be some lessening of the preparations needed for 

worship and discipleship studies. Maybe it would be a 

temporary break of sorts from the demands placed on 

many pastors and church staff members. 

 

But very quickly, it became clear that the opposite was true. As the pandemic worsened and the time away from 

our church facilities grew longer, pastors, staff, and key leadership had to pivot and find new ways to offer vital 

ministry. And many did so with heroic efforts. Pastors and staff exhausted themselves by pouring their hearts, 

souls, and creative energies into solving enormous challenges. They discovered how to offer virtual worship and 

increasingly improved the quality of the format as the weeks continued. They joined the millions who utilized 

Zoom, and it became available for Bible study groups, Sunday School classes, and church meetings. They 
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offered creative and safe outdoor events with appropriate distancing. And they made countless phone calls and 

wrote many notes to support and encourage their congregants – many who felt isolated and lonely. It was a lot. 

 

As supporters of the Holston Foundation and faithful United Methodists, I hope all of us will make intentional 

and sustained efforts to thank our pastors and church staff for all they have done. In a very stressful time, 

many of them have given their all to keeping their churches as strong and vital as possible. May we live into 

Paul’s words to “encourage one another, and build each other up.” 

 

It’s true: the playing field is different and everything is harder. But the cause we believe in and live for – the 

living, redeeming, grace-filled Christ – has never been more important. Let there be no asterisk by the year 

2020. This year counts – maybe more than ever. 

 

Rev. Richard S. Edwards 

Director of Stewardship, Holston Foundation 

 

 
 

 
  

  

D O N O R  S T O R Y  

Lucy Scroggie 

Lucy Scroggie passed away on November 11, 2007 at age 72, but this year she will 

feed hungry... Read More 
 
  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Social Security 

Linda asked, "When should I take my Social Security? I will turn 57 this year and have 

a strong earnings history, having paid into Social Security for nearly 35 years." Read 

More 

    

 S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

Is There an Age Limit for Organ Donation? 

I never thought about becoming an organ donor until my brother died of kidney failure last year. But at age 78, 

I would like to know if I am too old to be a donor. I am also curious if they would even use my organs if I were 

to die from COVID-19. What can you... Read More 

 

    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

8.8 Million Unclaimed Stimulus Payments 

On September 17, 2020, the IRS published IR–2020–214 and explained the state–by–state breakdown of the 

approximately 9 million people who have not yet received an Economic Impact Payment. Read More 
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 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - FedEx Packages Strong Earnings Read More 

Bonds - Treasury Yields Remain Low Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Mortgage Rates Remain Low Read More 

 

 
 

Holston Foundation Virtual Meetings  

 
The ministries of the church continue even if the body isn't physically meeting in the building. Donors continue 
to have generous hearts despite the trying times. The Holston Foundation continues to meet with church 
leaders, committees, and donors during this time either in-person or virtually. The Foundation can even help 
host your committee meeting online. Reach out to Paul Bowman to set up a meeting in the ways you are most 
comfortable today.  
   

Five Financial Strategies to Guide Your 
Ministry Leadership During Disruption 

Change and disruption are two constants in the local church right now. 2020 has been a year that none of us 
planned for. How do we move forward during this time to plan financially for our churches? What strategies can 
help guide us? Horizons Stewardship and certified CPA and consultant from CapinCrouse lay out strategies and 
FREE helpful resources for you.    

Click Here for 5 Financial Strategies to Guide Your Ministry  
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