
 

10 Reasons Every Church Should Have a 
Planned Giving Program 

 

Even during this challenging time, 

conversations about planned giving in 

churches and ministries are important. This 

year has given all of us the opportunity to 

consider what's most important in our lives. 

Many have chosen to re-prioritize the ways 

they spend both their time and money. A 

planned gift is a gift that reflects a donor's 

heart and values. A planned giving program 

gives churches and ministries an opportunity to have vital conversations with members and donors about their 

priorities, hopes, and legacies. 

1. If you are not asking the members of your church for planned gifts, you can bet someone else 

is... 

  

2. Eventually that "someone else" will win their cash gifts too as planned gifts come from the heart. 

3. Hard economic times when people are "cash-starved" are the best times for planned giving. 

4. Those churches who even attempt planned giving eventually earn 25% to 100% more than 

those who don not. 

5. A typical planned gift is 200 to 300 times the size of the member's annual gift. 

6. Planned gifts do not affect your church member's annual giving. Repeat: Planned gifts do not 

affect your church member's annual giving. 

7. Church members are often eager to make a planned gift but don't know how. Or are never 

asked. And some are even offended that they aren't asked by their church! 

8. Church members who make gifts through their wills typically are unknown and can surprise you. 

9. Anyone can make a planned gift. 

10. By working with the Holston Foundation's staff, promoting planned giving in your church is easy. 

The Holston Foundation staff serves as a partner for churches and ministries in planned giving. Contact Paul 

Bowman today if you'd like to start a planned giving program at your church or discuss ways to promote 

planned gifts during this time at  865-690-8124. 

mailto:paulbowman@holston.org
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D O N O R  S T O R Y  

Henrietta Pugh 

The way Henrietta Pugh lived her life was a true testament to her positive attitude, 

selflessness... Read More 
 
  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Separate & Joint Property 

"My brother Pete and I own a ranch together," said Joe to his advisor. "We inherited the 

four sections of our ranch from my mother. As a single person, I think that I will plan to 

leave 50% of my share to Pete and the other half to my favorite charity. Read More 

    

 S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

How to Prevent Falls During a Pandemic 

My 80-year-old mother, who lives alone and is self-isolating during the coronavirus pandemic, has fallen several 

times. Are there any extra precautions you recommend that can help prevent this? Read More 

 

    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

Convenient IRA Gift in 2020 

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act waived the requirement to take a required 

minimum distribution (RMD) in 2020. This closely followed the SECURE Act, which recently changed the age for 

RMDs from 70½ to 72. Read More 

 

    

 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - Macy's Posts Earnings Read More 

Bonds - Treasury Yields Increase Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Mortgage Rates Hold Steady Read More 

 

 
 

Holston Foundation Virtual Meetings  

 

http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=3&storyNum=18&RID=4836&SLID=2048
http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=34&docID=17&RID=4836&SLID=2048
http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=31&docID=866&RID=4836&SLID=2048
http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=30&docID=1090&RID=4836&SLID=2048
http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=32&docID=1097&RID=4836&SLID=2048#stocks
http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=32&docID=1097&RID=4836&SLID=2048#bonds
http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=32&docID=1097&RID=4836&SLID=2048#interest
http://holstonlegacy.org/?pageID=129&docID=13&cres_lminfo=PSXgoL0c8DkDdeMopvDs8I7ZxWwMaeXBfNdWl-t6XMHpsA2WZqbNqgfYHWVaQBJfBnO2qBMaQ0GU1JoEtFuhgA


The ministries of the church continue even if the body isn't physically meeting in the building. Donors continue 
to have generous hearts despite the trying times. The Holston Foundation continues to meet with church 
leaders, committees, and donors during this time either in-person or virtually. The Foundation can even help 
host your committee meeting online. Reach out to Paul Bowman to set up a meeting in the ways you are most 
comfortable today.  

 
Webinar: A Closer Look at the Offering 

 
Churches are struggling with the decline in people using checks or 
carrying cash, and the rise of digital money to take care of financial 
commitments. It has left many to question whether “passing the plate” 
is a relevant part of worship. In the present pandemic as many look 
ahead at protocols for reopening in-person worship, the question is 
even more pressing. 
 
Join this FREE webinar on Thursday, September 10 at 8:00 p.m. Ken 
Sloane (Director, Stewardship & Generosity) and his guest Dr. Ed 
Phillips (Assoc. Professor of Worship, Candler School of Theology) will 
share a discussion of the past, present, and future of "the offering" in 
worship as the vehicle for funding ministry, and what might be best practices as we move into the future.  

Click here to register for the FREE webinar 
  

Seminary Scholar: John Gargis  

 
 
John Gargis' journey to seminary and passion for sharing Christ is inspiring. Check out Holston Foundation 
seminary scholar, John Gargis' story. 
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