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“The Spirit of the Lord Is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Luke 4: 18-19 
 
 The Church and Community Workers of Global Ministries had their biennial meeting 
over Zoom in February, and this passage was celebrated in song and message.  This passage 
from Luke is a call to Church and Community Workers and to all to be in ministry to the poor, 
prisoners, and the oppressed. 
 Jubilee Project works with prisoners, and they are one of our best sources of lifting and 
painting.  When staff decided to paint the downstairs meeting space last fall, the Trustees at 
Hancock County jail went to work.  They did a great job painting the meeting room and the 
restrooms.  They were able to get into nooks and crannies that we would not have been able to 
reach.  The Trustees also help unload trucks of food at both Jubilee and at the Mobile Food 
Pantry once a month.  We could not provide food without their help. We hope our 
encouragement and relationships lead to positive changes for them in the present and in the 
future. 
 Jubilee works with people and families oppressed by poverty, by land management, by 
personal choices, by lack of education. I find it hard to believe in the cycle of poverty, but for 
individuals and families in Hancock County, it is sometimes very real.  Yes, students have 
graduated from Hancock County High School, gone to college, and found good jobs and 
sources of income.  But those are the exceptions.  Most graduates stay here in the county or area, 
work minimum wage or part-time jobs, struggle to find good places to live, and juggle to pay 
the monthly bills. Jubilee can assist with emergency and USDA food, with clean and safe water, 
and home repair for health and safety, but I also think we are called to help county residents 
use their resources to create better places to live, work, and raise families. 
 
 What is our response when we are not proclaiming freedom to the captive, and when we 
are serving as the oppressor rather than releasing the oppressed?  At a recent clergy meeting, 
we heard that Tennessee (and other states) builds prisons based on third grade reading scores.  
The Covid-19 pandemic had a severe affect on reading scores across the country, and those 
without easy internet access often suffered the most.  Hancock County Elementary statistics 
show that overall 17.9% of students “scored on track or mastered on annual state tests.” 19% of 
students were on track or mastered language arts and 17.4% did the same in math.  The State of 
Tennessee overall average was 27.8% which could be translated to imply that the state would be 
building prison capacity for over 70% of third grade students. Often the prisons are owned by 
for-profit organizations, who would much rather be full than not.  Do we really want to support 
building bigger prisons instead of education? If you want to find scores for your school district, 
Google the State Education Report Card, then enter your district or school. 
 Our current political climate is couching oppression and suppression of voting rights 
and access through words like “reliable ballot counts” and “fraud prevention.” One of the 
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harms brought about by new “voting rights” laws in the identification number used to register 
to vote and to include on an early or absentee ballot.  When I registered to vote in Tennessee, I 
was at the DMV, and I appreciated being able to register.  I had all the documents to get the star 
on my license, so I had my birth certificate, my social security number, and my new driver’s 
license number.  I don’t have the faintest idea what number was used to register me to vote, and 
don’t know how to find that number.  I wonder if my absentee ballot will be counted as 
“invalid” if I ever need to vote in that way.  I was assured by very nice Elections Administrator 
that any laws being changed here in Tennessee were to make elections “safer.”  Sound 
familiar?? 
 I don’t know about your neighborhood, but in neighborhoods near mine, there are only 
signs from one political party. One of my friends shared that in the 2020 election, any time the 
“wrong” sign appeared in a yard, the signs disappeared.  A co-worker shared that the signs in 
her friend’s yard were taken, the friend received death threats, and her property was 
vandalized.  As I walk around Sneedville, I notice that some of the signs in the “community 
space” stay up while others are knocked down or taken.  I am all for free speech in the election 
cycle, but firmly believe that all parties and sides of a decision share that right and that speech 
should reflect respect, truth, and fairness. 
 
 The writers in the Upper Room Disciplines this year have spoken to me week after 
week, and I was particularly struck in last week’s devotion by Tommie L. Watkins, Jr.  For the 
devotion from Psalm 63 on March 16th, Pastor Watkins wrote, “The fast articulated by God in 
this passage produces intimacy.  God is particularly interested in becoming our sanctuary, 
sustenance, and security…What if we refrain from pointing fingers, blaming, and pursuing our 
self-centered wills and instead pursue the will of God? Perhaps that is what repentance is all 
about. Turning our will and eyes from judgment of one another to love and acceptance.” Lord, 
may it be so! 
 
 I thank you for your cards, letters, emails, and especially your prayers.  As we traverse 
this Lenten season in times of turmoil and war, may we turn to God in spirit and in truth.  God 
is faithful; may we trust God to uphold us, to be our rock and our salvation, our sustenance and 
our security. 
 
Grace to you, and peace, 
 

Lisa Nichols 
 
Church and Community Worker/Deaconess  
 
 
 
 


