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     Up-Coming Events 
 
 
January 2020 
 
 
10 Last day to submit 2019 tithe payments to the Conference 
 
20 District office closed for Martin Luther King Day 
 
21 Year End Reports due into the District office 
 
24-26 Resurrection at LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 
 
February  
 
3-27 Annual Conference Housing Requests 
 
17-19 Ministers’ Convocation, Pigeon Forge, TN –link for  
  registration below: hit ctrl and enter 
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=21091ba27a13b65c70633baa5f7bc6ee  
 
 
March 
 
6-8 Clergy Spouses Retreat 
 
9-13 Appointment Cabinet-Appointment Making Week 
 
 
 
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2019 District Ministries  
           (Thru  December 30, 2019—100%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2019 District Ministries paid) 
 

* Alcoa, First  * Asbury * Axley’s Chapel  
* Bethel (K)  * Bethel (L) * Bethel (Seymour) 
* Binfield  * Broadway * Burnett Memorial  
* Camp Ground  * Carpenters * Cedar Bluff  
* Cokesbury  * Ebenezer * Eden  
* Fairview  * Fox * French Broad  
* Friendsville  * Gatlinburg, First * Green Meadow  
* Hillcrest  * Immanuel * Kodak  
* Logan’s Chapel  * Loudon * Luretta  
* Martel  * Maryville, First * Meadow  
* Middle Creek  * Middlesettlements * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel  * New Hope * New Salem  
* Peck’s Memorial  * Philadelphia * Pigeon Forge, First 
* Piney Grove  * Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R) 
* Pleasant Hill (S)  * Roberts * Sand Branch  
* Sevierville, First  * Seymour * Shults Grove  
* St. John  * St. Mark’s (B) * St. Mark (K)  
* St. Paul  * Trentville * Trinity  
* Tuckaleechee  * Union Grove (B) * Union Grove (S) 
* Vonore  * Walden’s Creek * Walland  
* Wears Valley  * Webb’s Creek * Williamson Chapel 
* Zion 

Ministers Dues  
Just a note of thanks to all that are  
current with minister’s dues! 
 
Steve Yeaney, Betty Furches, Susan 
Groseclose, Charles Maynard, Charles 
Ledger, David Lord, Laura Rasor, Jeff 
Lambert, Ken Tucker, Parker Benson, 
Timothy Hankins, Charles Wender, Todd 
Chancey, Gery Dingman, Valerie Ohle, 
Timothy Paul, Nickie Simmons, Monty 
Walton. 
 
Our dues are based on $.50 per thousand 
of base salary. You may send your dues 
to: 
 

Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Rd. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862 
 

Checks may be written to: Smoky Moun-
tain District Ministers 
 

Ministers’ Convocation 2020 
February 17-19 

Music Road Hotel, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 

Save the Date for an exciting Ministers’ 
Convocation next February! Watch your 
email for more details and registration 
information in the District office and on 
the Holston Website.  
 
Our plenary speakers will include: 
 Carey Nieuwhof—A former law-
yer and founding pastor of Connexus 
Church and the author of several best-
selling books. 
 
 Jasmine Smothers—Jasmine 
Rose Smothers currently serves as the 
Lead Pastor of historic Atlanta First 
United Methodist Church.  
 
 Jeremy Troxler– Jeremy Troxler 
is the pastor of Guilford College United 
Methodist Church in Greensboro N.C. 
 

 



Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 
It was one of those beautiful days, not a cloud in the sky which appeared the brightest blue.  Quite a 
contrast from the day before which was filled with storm clouds and torrential rain.  I walk most 
every day and so I embarked on my familiar path looking forward to enjoying nature’s beauty.  As I 
walk, I pray or just simply talk to God and sometimes even attempt to listen for a response to my 
endless questions.  This particular day though, I was noticing how clean the recently rain-washed 
street was and then it began.  Out of nowhere, the wind began to blow stronger and stronger until it 
felt as if I could not force my feet to move forward against it.  This lasted just a few seconds and then 
just as quickly as it came, the wind subsided and I was once again able to proceed at my normal 
pace.  As I resumed my walk, I asked myself, “what just happened?”  The scripture from John 3:8 
came to mind, The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes.”  That was certainly true, I had heard the wind moments be-
fore, but I had no idea where it came from or even where it went.  As I pondered that scripture, I 
thought about those life altering events that come out of nowhere and stop us in our tracks -- job 
loss, death of a loved one, life-threatening disease and addiction.  But what about the situations some 
are born into such as poverty, babies born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, children who do not 
have anyone to love, teach or care for them?  I am so thankful for United Methodist Women who for 
nearly 151 years have been involved in Missions that bring hope to women, children and youth who 
find themselves in such circumstances. 
 
On February 8, 2020, we will gather at Ebenezer United Methodist Church for our New Visions 
Event.  Rev. Leah Burns will be our speaker.  Registration will begin at 1 p.m. and the program at 
1:30 p.m.  Wesley House in Knoxville will be our hand-on-mission project and we are asked to bring 
items from their wish list.   
 
Heather Vaughn from Telford UMC in the Three Rivers District designed our Holston Conference 
United Methodist Women’s theme for 2020-2021, One Body, One Spirit, based on Ephesians 4:4, 
“There is one body and one Spirit”.  Heather shares “my inspiration for the logo really came from 
what I think about when I hear one body, one spirit.  The cross for me symbolizes Christ’s body 
which was given for us ALL and should unite us as a one body.  The dove has always been a symbol 
of the spirit of GOD.  It is a reminder of the peace that only Christ can bring to our lives.”   
 
As we begin a new year, I encourage you to be aware of those in our communities who are facing life 
altering events and remember we walk through this life together, One Body, One Spirit.  There is 
much for us to do in 2020.  May we go where God leads us.   
 

Happy New Year! 

2020 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2021 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2020 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2020 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)  
  
 
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Date and Time will be announced later 



12 Ways to Give This Season 
 
The countdown to 2020 is on and it's the best time to think of ways to give gifts before the end of the year. Can 
you help inspire others to make a gift? Are you in a position to make a gift yourself? You can make a gift that 
supports ministry while also offering a benefit to you this season.  
 
1. Outright Gift: Donate cash, securities or personal property. The benefit? Income tax deduction; possibility to 
avoid capital gains taxes. The gift goal? A quick and simple gift. Read more about how to make easy stock gifts 
at the end of this message. 
 
2. Bequest in a Will: Name your church or a charity in your will. The benefit? Name your church or a charity in 
your will. The gift goal? Give after your lifetime. 
 
3. Life Insurance: Name your church or a ministry as the owner and beneficiary of a life insurance policy you no 
longer need. The benefit? Current income tax deductions; possible future deductions on premiums. The gift 
goal? Large gift with little cost to you.  
 
4. Retirement Plan: Name your church or a charity as the beneficiary of remaining retirement plan assets after 
your lifetime. The benefit? Avoid a heavily taxed gift to your heirs and remove remaining value from your estate. 
The gift goal? Avoid double taxation (income and estate) of retirement plan assets. 
 
5. Real Estate and Appreciated Assets: Donate real estate, securities, or other appreciated assets or sell at a bar-
gain price. The benefit? Current income tax deduction; avoid capital gains taxes. The gift goal? Avoid capital 
gains tax on the sale of a home, other real estate, or appreciated assets. 
 
6. Retained Life Estate: Give ownership of your residence to your church or a ministry, but retain the right to 
live there for your lifetime. The benefit? Charitable income tax deduction; lifetime use of your residence. The gift 
goal? Give a personal residence and continue to live there. 
 
7. Charitable Remainder Annuity: Create a charitable remainder annuity trust that pays you a set income for 
life. The benefit? Immediate income tax deduction; fixed income for life. The gift goal? Receive fixed income 
from assets.  
 
8. Revocable Living Trust: Name your church or a ministry in your will or establish a revocable living trust to 
give assets such as real estate, stocks and bonds, collectibles, vehicles, etc. The benefit? Keep control of your as-
sets during your lifetime; possible estate tax savings. The gift goal? Give after your lifetime.  
 
9. Charitable Gift Annuity: Transfer assets to your church or a charity in return for fixed annual payments for 
life. The benefit? Current and future income tax savings; fixed payments for life. The gift goal? Receive fixed 
annual payments to supplement income. 
 
10. IRA Gift: Give/rollover a portion of your IRA to your church or a charity through a QCD (Qualified Chari-
table Distribution). The benefit? Avoid federal income taxes, reach the RMD (Required Minimum Distribution), 
and make a larger gift. The gift goal? Give and reach your yearly RMD (Required Minimum Distribution). 
 
11. Donor Advised Fund: Donate assets to a donor advised fund. The benefit? Current income tax deduction; 
ability to provide input on how the donation is managed and distributed. The gift goal? Flexible and allows your 
input on how donated funds are used. 
 
12. Endowment: Create an endowment at your church or a ministry with funds that support ministry, building 
expansion/maintenance, scholarship fund, etc. The benefit? Ability to decide how funds will be used; income tax 
savings. The gift goal? Establish a permanent source of income for your church or a ministry.  
 
Interested in making a year-end gift? Contact Paul Bowman to discuss your options and how your gifts can 
make an impact in the name of Christ this season. (Gifts must be transferred by December 31, 2019 to be count-
ed toward year-end giving for tax purposes.) 


