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     Up-Coming Events 
 
 
December 
 
5 Clergy Christmas Dinner at the Airport Hilton 
 
12 Smoky Mountain District Secretaries lunch in the Event 
  Center at the District office, at noon. 
 
23-31 District office closed for Christmas Holiday 
 
 
January 2020 
 
1 District office closed for New Year’s Day 
 
10 Last day to submit 2019 tithe payments to the Conference 
 
20 District office closed for Martin Luther King Day 
 
21 Year End Reports due into the District office 
 
24-26 Resurrection at LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 
 
February  
 
3-27 Annual Conference Housing Requests 
 
17-19 Ministers’ Convocation, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current in 
their giving to the 2019 District Ministries  
           (Thru  November 25, 2019—91.67%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2019 District Ministries paid) 
 

* Asbury  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (K) 
* Bethel (L)  * Bethel (Seymour) * Binfield   
* Broadway  * Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground  
* Carpenters  * Cedar Bluff Cokesbury  
Ebenezer  * Eden Fairview   
* Fox  * Friendsville * Gatlinburg, First 
* Green Meadow  * Immanuel Kodak  
* Logan’s Chapel  Loudon * Luretta  
* Martel  Maryville, First * Meadow  
* Middle Creek  * Middlesettlements * Mountain View  
* Murphy’s Chapel  * New Hope * New Salem  
* Peck’s Memorial  * Philadelphia * Pigeon Forge, First 
* Piney Grove  * Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R) 
* Pleasant Hill (S)  * Roberts * Sand Branch  
Sevierville, First  Seymour * Shults Grove  
* St. John  St. Mark’s (B) St. Paul   
* Trentville  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Union Grove (S)  * Vonore * Walden’s Creek 
* Walland  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek 
* Williamson Chapel  * Zion 

Ministers Dues  
 
 So far since since the beginning of 
the conference year we have had 4 people 
to pay their dues for the year. Thank you 
to Betty Furches, Steve Yeaney, Mike 
Treadway and Ken Tucker for your  
contributions.  
 Our dues are based on $.50 per 
thousand of base salary. You may send 
your dues to: 
 

Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Rd. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862 
 

Checks may be written to: Smoky Moun-
tain District Ministers 
 

SEJ Clergywomen’s Conference  
 

SEJ Clergywomen’s Conference 
November 18-21, 2019 
https://
www.unchartedconference2019.com/ 
Hyatt Regency Hotel 
225 E Coastline Drive 
Jacksonville, Florida 
 

Ministers’ Convocation 2020 
February 17-19 

Music Road Hotel, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 

Save the Date for an exciting Ministers’ 
Convocation next February! Watch your 
email for more details and registration 
information coming soon.  
 
Our plenary speakers will include: 
 Carey Nieuwhof—A former law-
yer and founding pastor of Connexus 
Church and the author of several best-
selling books. 
 
 Jasmine Smothers—Jasmine 
Rose Smothers currently serves as the 
Lead Pastor of historic Atlanta First 
United Methodist Church.  
 
 Jeremy Troxler– Jeremy Troxler 
is the pastor of Guilford College United 
Methodist Church in Greensboro N.C. 
 



Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 

I have been aware lately of God’s unexpected blessings, those blessings that just seem to happen 
without asking.  For example, I had a meeting recently that didn’t turn out exactly as was planned, 
but right in the middle of everything changing, a most unexpected thing happened.  We didn’t follow 
the agenda that was planned but we accomplished something else that was done effortlessly and un-
intentional.  When I look back on that, I see God’s unexpected blessing.  Recently, I had an unex-
pected afternoon “off” from taking caring of my granddaughter when her mother was able to take 
an afternoon off from work.  I was able to check a lot of things off my to-do list - unexpected bless-
ings.  The thing about those unexpected blessings is that you must be aware of them.  If we don’t pay 
attention to them, they slip into the routine and go unnoticed.  Perhaps God is checking to see if we 
notice and take time to thank him. 
 
As we enter my favorite season of the year, Christmas, I encourage you to watch for God’s unex-
pected blessings.  I think about those who may have encountered Mary and Joseph on the road Ju-
dea and later encountered them again after Jesus was born.  Would they have pondered how special 
this child was, could they have known?  Maybe we should take some time this Christmas season to 
ponder the miracle of Jesus birth and resurrection, the gift of life He gives to all of us, the direction 
He calls us to go.  Pondering in and of itself can lead to unexpected blessings.  I love to just sit and 
look at Christmas lights, I find great peace in watching the twinkling of the lights.  It’s sometimes 
the simplest of things that bring us the greatest joy.  Whatever is your favorite thing to do this holi-
day, take time to enjoy it.  Sharing with others is a great way for us to be God’s unexpected bless-
ings.  Remember those who live on the margins of society, those who are alone or lonely, those who 
are mourning the loss of loved ones, those who face illness, those…and be an unexpected blessing to 
someone.  What a gift! 
 
Our Holston Conference United Methodist Women’s theme for 2020-2021 is One Body, One Spirit, 
based on Ephesians 4:4, “There is one body and one Spirit”, and depicts a cross and dove.  We will 
begin using this theme January 1, 2020.   
 
I thank each of the Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women for all you have done in 
2019 to improve the lives of those who have crossed our paths as well as those who may never literal-
ly cross our paths.  As the first year of the Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women 
comes to a close, let us look forward to the future with assurance that we have, do and will make a 
difference in the lives of women, children and youth near and far.   
 
Merry Christmas! 

2020 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2021 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2020 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2020 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)  
  
 
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Date and Time will be announced later 


