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The District Staff continues to 
work from home.  Phones have 
been forwarded to Mary and we 
are available by email.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for continuing to lead and make adjustments as we learn and change to be 
the church in a pandemic. Please submit your protocols, indoor, outdoor or small 
group if you haven’t already.  If you need to send updates/amendments to your 
protocol please do so to make sure you are following/practicing the most current plan 
you have on file.   
 
Here are the latest changes from the Task Force: 
Small Groups: Sunday School, Bible Studies, Youth, Scouts, Committees, Recovery and 
School-age children can meet in the building. You must have and follow your protocol 
on file:  mask, distance, sanitizer, attendance captured, no food or drink unless you 
bring your own and do not share. I know it will be challenging to distance in some 
rooms.  If you cannot distance in the room you regularly use then a change in location 
or schedule may be necessary in ensure safe practices.   
Children: 

• Daycare/Preschool/Afterschool care:  The Task Force advises that children 5 
and up wear a mask for daycare inside and out.  Each daycare will need to 
make their decisions accordingly and follow their protocol on file. 

• Children’s church worship for school-age children only:  If there is space for 
distancing, masks, and attendance kept and leadership trained then children’s 
church is permitted with a protocol on file with the DS.   

• Nurseries:  Nursery care for infants up to age 5 is still not allowed.  Children 
under the age of 5 must remain with their parents. 

• Childcare for children age 5 and up for meetings:  This is possible if 
distancing, mask, trained workers, attendance kept and a protocol is on file 
with the DS.   

Gatherings:  Birthday parties, Bridal or Baby showers, Family Reunions, Homecoming 
meals, Funeral meals and Anniversary Celebrations, Etc.  I’m sorry but these are still 
not allowed inside the buildings.   
 
Fall Events:  Please be creative with a drive through and prepackaged candy, following 
protocol, with distance, mask and gloves, capture attendance of the volunteers.  
 
Christmas:  Our normal Christmas programs for children and Cantatas and plays, 
where many people are on the staging area, will not be able to occur this year.  If your 
space allows for a small group that can distance you may have a scaled down version, 
only if you can distance.  A drive-thru Living Nativity would be a wonderful creative 
outdoor option.  As you prepare for Christmas Eve all protocols must be in place 
including no congregational singing.  If you have communion you must use the 
prepacked elements.   
 
Food and Drinks:  No food or drinks are allowed at this time.  A person may bring 
coffee or water for themselves, and prepacked food may be shared with the children if 
needed.  No food trucks or outside food from home or restaurants.   
 
Please send any updates/amendments to your current plans or any small group or 
additional plans. Be sure your practice reflects your protocol on file.  I encourage you 
to continue your on-line worship and facilitate groups and activities outside as much as 
possible.  Thank you for keeping people safe while we find ways to be the church in 
these strange times!  Your leadership is a blessing! 
Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you! 

 
  Ann 

 

mailto:annrobins@holston.org
mailto:maryhawkins@holston.org
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseevalleydistrictumc


 

District Conference 
 

      District Conference was held on Sunday, Sept. 27th via Zoom.  Certainly a new 
experience for us, like everything else this year, we have had to adapt and this was a 
successful event.  At one point we had 170 devices signed on.  Many of these devices 
had multiple people watching so our attendance can be estimated at approximately 
185.   
       The required business of the Conference was addressed, Approval of 2019 
Minutes, Resolution to Conduct Interim Business, Approval of the nominations for 
our District Leadership and Committees, Approval of the 2021 Budget and Election 
of At-Large Members to Annual Conference 2021.  
      The Proposed 2021 Budget was discussed and approved at $197,365 which is a 
decrease of $49,335 or 19.99% less than the 2020 budget.  Also shared was 
information regarding the procedure or “formula” used to produce the 2021 District 
Apportionments.  All of this information can be found in the materials listed on our 
website.   
         At Large Nominations were taken from the floor and a total of 52 names were 
submitted for election for the 42 spots to be elected.  Election was held via Survey 
Monkey, there were 89 ballots cast.  The following are elected: 
 
AT-LARGE MEMBERS 2021 -  

Marcia Barton Sara Baylis Clayton Hensley 
Amy Walker Diane Hackworth Karen High 
Amanda Kitts Karla Kurtz Deborah Kyek 
LeRae Collins Sherrie Martin Mildred Millican 
Cindy McGhee Brenda Tate Joyce Emile 
Carrie Hopper Carol Price-Guthrie Lisa Atkins 
Diane James Lori Hopper Nicole Hyde 
Ken Mahoney Kate Spencer (Alternate) Ken Everett 
Jim Justice Sherry Stair Serita Duncan 
Alice Ford Philip Archer Samanta Drenner Johnson 
Linda Sharp Mary Catherine Landry Ella Smith 
Ben Smith Mary Frances Tucker Sandy Barry 
Mary Lynn Tabor Anne Loy Jack Barry 
Savannah Johnson Don Loy John Morris 

        
At Large Members, please keep the District Office informed if you see that you will 
not be available to attend Annual Conference 2021.  Please let us know as soon as 
you can so that Alternates may make their plans. 
 
ALTERNATES 2021 

Myra Buffalo Bradley Thompson Nathan Rowell 
Norma Smith Jonathan Cooper Jane Hunley 
David Morris Sheila Morris Mike Smith 
Colon McCarty Nancy Thrasher  

     
 Alternates we will need many of you (you may notice we have already used our 1st 
Alternate). There are always spots that become available. 

 
 
 

https://www.holston.org/district-conference


 
ATTENTION 

District Clergy 
 
 
 

District Clergy Meeting via ZOOM on Tuesday, Oct. 20th 

1:00pm.  We’ll be sending you the link by email. 

 
Clergy Dues:  $25 for July 2020-June 2021.  Please make checks payable to 

TN Valley Clergy and mail to P.O. Box 26384, Knoxville TN 37912.  
 

CEU’s:  Follow this link for learning opportunities and information on 

keeping your CEU’s up-to-date. 
 
Click the picture for information and interesting articles from Clergy Services.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 STEPS TO ENGAGING YOUR CONGREGATION ONLINE 
Want to grow your online engagement and build your church? 

 

     Ministry has become much more complicated in 2020, and Rev. Steve 
Martin wants to help pastors and church leaders deal with the 
stress.  Steve has founded the Lakelands Institute as a way of doing this. 
     After years of serving in the parish, producing documentary films for 
PBS stations, and serving on national church staff, Steve is bringing these 
perspectives together to help leaders of small- to medium-sized churches. 
Through online learning, he's teaching how to build engaging online 
worship experiences and working to alleviate the tremendous 
stress that comes with church life during this pandemic.   
      His course, “Elevate Your Online Worship Services,” teaches best 
practices for online worship, camera and tech tips, how to improve 
engagement with your congregation online, and many other 
topics.  Coming soon, Rev. Annette Flynn leads “Building Community in a 
Pandemic,” in which she teaches how to overcome obstacles to 
community-building presented by the need to social distance. 
      In addition, Steve hosts a Facebook Group, “Growing Your Online 
Worship Presence," and a daily podcast, “The Online Ministry 
Mastermind," interviewing church leaders who share their practices and 
ideas.  Clergy, staff, and volunteers from Bearden, First Oak Ridge, and 
Kern Memorial churches have been guests. 
      Until mid-November, persons in the Tennessee Valley District can use 
the coupon code TVDIST20 to save 20% on course purchases.  CEU 
credit is available. The course catalog is growing regularly, so be sure to 
subscribe to the Lakelands Institute newsletter to stay in touch. 
 

 
 
 

Local Church - OnLine Giving 
Remember to use this wonderful service being offered by the 
Conference Office. You may give directly to a local church even if they 
do not have the capability of receiving your gifts online. As of Sept. 27 
the total collected and forwarded since the implementation of this 
program is $697,591.27.   
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchOffering  
 

https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/14320902/fields/files/e4a879fd824444759c58d9d5e93bf1e5/ceu+news+october+2020.pdf
https://lakelandsinstitute.com/
https://lakelandsinstitute.com/product/elevate-your-online-worship/
https://lakelandsinstitute.com/product/building-community-in-a-pandemic/
https://lakelandsinstitute.com/product/building-community-in-a-pandemic/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/375219280114097
https://www.facebook.com/groups/375219280114097
https://lakelandsinstitute.com/the-online-ministry-mastermind-podcast/
https://lakelandsinstitute.com/the-online-ministry-mastermind-podcast/
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchOffering
https://issuu.com/holston-ac/docs/oct_2020_clergy_services_connexion?fr=sMzY5MTE4MDk1MzE


 
 

 

Charge Conference, Local Church  
Charge Conference forms are ready!  Clergy have received them and everyone should be 
working on them.  Online forms are available at http://ccpacket.holston.org   If you 
need printed copies please let us know, we will arrage a time for you to pick up.  See last 
page of newsletter for schudule. 
 
Here is what we know, for now: 

• ALL Charge Conferences will be held in November starting Nov. 15th – Nov. 22nd   
Click Here for schedule 

• All Charge Conferences will be held via ZOOM and you will be meeting by 
Missional Hub groups.  

• ALL Paperwork, for ALL churches due by 
Oct. 26th.    

 
If your church would like to request an individual Charge Conference you will need to 
contact Ann to schedule.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Supplies urgently needed for disaster relief: 
'Completely depleted' 
To help Holston build up its inventory and be prepared for emergencies, 
Fetzer and Howe said district offices have been contacted to request that 
churches immediately begin assembling new “cleaning kits.” 
 
Instructions for assembling kits are provided by UMCOR. Each cleaning kit is 
valued at $75. Some "hygiene kits" are also needed.  

• Cleaning kit instructions 
• Hygiene kit instructions 

Howe, who frequently transports the disaster kits and who stores Holston's 
disaster-response supplies at Project Crossroads, made three additional 
requests.  

• Financial donations are requested to add missing items to partially 
completed cleaning kits. Please make checks to "Project Crossroads" with 
"disaster supplies" on the memo line. Mail to: Project Crossroads, 136 
Snider Branch Road, Marion, VA 24354. 

• When assembling cleaning kits at your church, designate a team member 
to check that each bucket is completed based on UMCOR instructions. If 
all items are accounted for, please write "completed" on the bucket's 
outside. 

• Sponges should not be included inside the buckets (due to mold issues), 
but please provide sponges that can be added to the buckets later, when 
needed. 

The District Office will be collecting items on Thursday, Oct. 15 & 22 
and Monday, Oct. 26 between 10am-5pm.   
 

http://ccpacket.holston.org/
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network/cleaning-kit
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network/hygiene-kit


 

CONVERSATIONS  ON  RACE  
Sponsored by Clinch Mountain District 

Each Zoom session will be unique. The dates are as follows: 
Session 1 – Tuesday, October 13, 7-9 pm 
Session 2 – Tuesday, October 20, 7-9 pm 
Session 3 – Tuesday, October 27, 7-9 pm 

 

 

 
An Open Letter to the Members of the Annual 
Conference and the Churches of Holston 
Annual Conference: Annual Conference 
Voting—Constituent or Conscience Based 

 
By Rev. Terry Goodman, Secretary of the Annual Conference 
 
     Grace to you and peace from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The One who 
was. The One who is. The One who is to come. 
     I write this letter to you as the Secretary of the Holston Annual Conference. 
We find ourselves in the midst of a secular and church election season. 
Everyone is being encouraged to engage with and vote in the secular elections. I 
too, encourage each of you to cast a ballot for the person(s) you think should be 
the elected leaders of our counties, states, and nation. The Social Principles of 
The United Methodist Church state: “While our allegiance to God takes 
precedence over our allegiance to any state, we acknowledge the vital function 
of government as a principal vehicle for the ordering of society… (and) The 
strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing participation of 
its citizens.” Therefore, you are encouraged to participate in our secular 
elections. 
     Let’s not forget, however, that at this time of each year, members of district 
conferences, elect Lay Members at Large to the upcoming Annual Conference. It 
is important to understand this process. 

                                                              

 

 

The UTK Wesley Foundation is having a great year even 

amidst social distancing and face coverings.  We are worshipping and hosting 
small groups on our patio and our covered porch. Visit our facebook page or 
our instagram feed (@utkwesley) to see what we've been doing. We miss 
having churches visiting to bring us meals and to enjoy fellowship with 
us.  Even though you can't cook for us, churches and individuals may provide 
us with donations we will gladly accept and appreciate your kindness.  Please 
contact Wesley Director Mary K. Briggs for details on the best way to make a 
donation. Especially during times of COVID precautions, students are always 
hungry!  We want to feed their stomachs and their souls. 
(maryk@utkwesleyfoundation.org) 

https://www.holston.org/event/14286502?month=9&year=2020&day=1&display=l
mailto:maryk@utkwesleyfoundation.org
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=b3047d134a0deccb7ada5080f19e59f4&v=true


2020 Charge Conference Schedule via ZOOM 
 

Please note: ALL Churches – ALL packets are due by October 26th. 
 

Sunday, November 15 - 2:00pm Sunday, November 15- 4:00pm 
Christ 

Clapp’s Chapel 
Fincastle 

Hansard Chapel 
Irwin’s Chapel 

Jacksboro-Caryville 
Jellico, Preaching Station 

LaFollette 
Miller’s Chapel 

Mt. Zion 
Oneida-Rugby Road 

Pleasant Grove 
Rocky Top 
New Life 

Rutherford Memorial 
Well Spring – Cawood 

 
 

Andersonville-Mt. Pleasant 
Dutch Valley, Preaching Station 
Haven Chapel-Asbury Clinton 

First, Oak Ridge 
Kern Memorial 

Memorial Clinton 
Norris-Sinking Springs 
Oliver Springs Parish 

St. Mark 
Valley View-Heiskell 

Monday, November 16 - 7:00pm Tuesday, November 17 - 7:00pm 
Asbury Chapel 

Bradbury-Good Shepherd 
Cowan Chapel 

Harriman-Woods Chapel 
Kingston 

Midtown Valley 
Rockwood-Chevront 

SunOak Parish 
Swan Pond 

Bethel, Amherst 
Central, Knoxville 

Church Street 
First, Knoxville 
Lennon-Seney 

Lonsdale-Martin Chapel 
Macedonia 
Magnolia 

Norwood-Bell’s Campground 
Powell 
Second 
Trinity 

 
Wednesday, November 18 - 7:00pm Thursday, November 19 -  7:00pm 

Bearden 
Beaver Ridge 

Central, Lenoir City 
Concord 

First Farragut 
Grigsby Chapel 

Middlebrook Pike 
Solway 

New Century 

Bookwalter 
Cedar Lane 

Emerald Ave 
Fairview-Oakwood 

Fountain City 
Lincoln Park-Lynnwood 

Mt. Hermon 
St. Paul, Ftn City 
Washington Pike 
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