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Resident Bishop: 
 Mary Virginia Taylor 

 
 District Superintendent, Rev. Ann Robins 

annrobins@holston.org 
cell: 865-803-6564 

 
Admin. Assist., Mary Hawkins 

maryhawkins@holston.org 
cell: 865-680-5920 

 
Office : 865-470-7005 

 
The District Staff continues to work from home.  
Phones have been forwarded to Mary and we 
are available by email.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Tennessee Valley District 
Request for Proposals 

Reframing Ministry Grant 
 

Overview 
The Covid-19 pandemic has greatly affected the way churches do ministry in our world. The 
Tennessee Valley District of the Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church is committed 
to empowering its clergy and lay leaders to do faithful ministry through the local church. In 
consultation with the District Executive Leadership Team, Rev. Ann Robins is seeking to equip 
local churches with grants to connect with their communities and serve in mission and ministry 
together. These ministry grants are intended to help churches put into action the lessons they 
have learned throughout the pandemic. Mission efforts and ministry programs funded through 
this grant proposal are to help answer the question, “What does the church look like in 2022 and 
beyond?”  
 
Specifications 
• Grants are for the development of new or fresh expressions of existing missions and ministries 

through the local church. 
• Priority will be given to proposals that reflect a willingness to reframe how we perform ministry 

outside our physical buildings.  
• Proposals should reflect ministry that demonstrates an understanding of the gifts and 

circumstances of the local community. Grant recipients should be able to address how their 
ministry is in conversation with the people it hopes to serve.  

• Proposals to purchase property, vehicles, buildings, or for accessibility concerns will not be 
considered. Proposals to fund salaries or to serve as gap funding for an existing ministry will not 
be considered. Proposals to assist in the purchase of technology will not be considered. (Please 
connect with Tim Jones at the conference office for grants regarding technology.)  

• Funded proposals will need to demonstrate a process for evaluation and organizational 
learning. The emphasis for this grant is that it enables the church to connect and minister with 
its local community.  

• The grant term is for one year and may or may not be renewable.  
• The Tennessee Valley District Executive Leadership Team, at its sole discretion, can award all or 

a portion of the requested funding.  
• If your proposal is over $5000, we suggest you seek other funding sources. However, all 

proposals will be considered. Requests over $5000 are not likely to be approved. The members 
of the Tennessee Valley District Executive Leadership Team, in consultation with the Rev. Ann 
Robins, will determine grant recipients. Decisions will be announced by May 3, 2020. 

 
Requirements 
Please include the following in your proposal: 
• Goal or outcomes this ministry hopes to accomplish.   
• Narrative description of the gifts and circumstances of the local community to be served, 

stakeholder involvement in the process, and ministry to be performed outside the physical 
boundaries of the church. 

• Timeline for development, implementation, evaluation, and organizational learning. 
• Budget for the grant term as well as plans to make the program sustainable. 
• Description of any funding being received from other sources which will be used to accomplish 

the goal of this grant proposal.  
 
Proposals must be submitted by email to Mary Hawkins at maryhawkins@Holston.org by 5pm 
on April 16, 2021.  

 
 

District Executive Leadership Team Members:  Rev. Mark Flynn, Rev. Leah Burns, Rev. Palmer 
Cantler, Rev. Teresa McClure, Renni Morris,  Russ Morel, Tommy Schumpert, Bobby Stair, Mike 
Slimbarski, Rev. Ann Robins 
 
 

mailto:annrobins@holston.org
mailto:maryhawkins@holston.org
mailto:maryhawkins@holston.org?subject=TV%20ministry%20grant%20submission
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseevalleydistrictumc


 
 

As many of our churches are beginning 
to resume in-person services be sure to 
follow your approved safety protocols. 

Facemasks - Social Distancing - 
Sanitation Stations - No congregational 
singing - Families should sit together… 
No Nursery until you submit protocol 

following CDC guidelines and approved 
by the District Superintendent. 

 

 

COVID-19 Task Force - Nurseries 
 
     Many of you have been asking, “When will we be able to start offering a nursery 
service at our church?” This has been a topic of conversation within the Task Force for 
several months now. The Task Force reconvened, March 2, to discuss the possibilities 
and safety precautions for a reopening to take place. After a lengthy discussion of our 
current COVID-19 cases, the trends we are seeing, and reports concerning childcare, 
the Task Force made the decision to allow churches to reopen their nurseries. In order 
to do this, each church should decide if they want to open at this time. If the decision 
to open is made, the Task Force is requiring each church to do the following: 

• Review your local church COVID-19 plan 
• Develop a nursery reopening plan 
• Submit your nursery plan and any revisions of your original plan to your District 

Superintendent for approval 
• Follow CDC guidelines on “Preventing the spread of COVID-19 in childcare settings” 
• Follow Safe Sanctuaries Policies 
• Check with local schools to see what preventative measures they have in place 
• Contact your insurance carrier to make sure no changes in their requirements 
• Follow a sign-in/sign-out policy for safety reasons and contact tracing purposes 
• If any worker who is asked to perform childcare duties feels uncomfortable serving, 

they shall not be required to do so 

To read the complete letter from the Task Force click here. 

 
If you missed the informational 
webinar led by Knox Wimberly  you 
can view the video on youtube 
https://youtu.be/KFElHKJNXdY 

 

COVID-19 Stimulus and Churches 
 

•  Emergency Paid Sick Leave 
•  Employee Retention Credit 
•  Payroll Protection Program 
•  Charitable Contribution Changes Changes 

Attention 
District Clergy 

 
Clergy Dues:  $25 are for July 
2020-June 2021.  Please make 
checks payable to TN Valley 
Clergy and mail to P.O. Box 
26384, Knoxville TN 37912.    

 
CEU Opportunities 
For more information and other 
upcoming opportunities please see 
the most recent publication from 
the Wesley Leadership Institute 

 
After the phenomenal success of the BOTH/AND webinar, Holston 
Communications is bringing Jason Moore back for his webinar "Telling the Old 
Story in a New Time." Register now for our March 16, 2:00pm, training where 
Jason will spend 2.5 hours teaching us new ways to think about church in general. 
Here is what he has to say about this webinar:  

                           READ MORE & REGISTRATION 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=d9c89a006b578d6e89d0dc6247fc4c26&v=true
https://youtu.be/KFElHKJNXdY
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=5e4c1eb69fcd6e686bc270e307616a3f&v=true
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=5e4c1eb69fcd6e686bc270e307616a3f&v=true
https://www.holston.org/event/telling-the-old-story-in-a-new-time-15113773


 
 

If you missed the sessions you can watch 
recordings of SCOR Sessions 
 
If you attended the sessions and have not left 
your feedback please do so here. 
 
Download Next Steps 

Sacred Conversations on Race Participants… 
    If you joined us for our sessions in February, we thank you.  We would greatly 
appreciate your feedback on the weekly sessions.  If you haven’t already done so, 
please complete this very brief survey and let us know how it went.  We pray that you 
will use what you have learned and shared and acknowledged; leaning into this work 
truly benefits all of us, individually and collectively.  It might even lead to the building of 
the Beloved Community! 
      We are providing a list of possible “next steps” for you to use in whatever ways are 
helpful for congregations, Sunday School class, small group, etc.  While this is by no 
means an exhaustive list, it offers some ideas for beginning your antiracist journey or 
for continuing with what has already begun. 
     As Rev. Jevon A. Caldwell-Gross says in his chapter of I’m Black. I’m Christian. I’m 
Methodist., “We are at a critical turning point in our nation’s history and in our 
denomination.  History will judge our works by examining what we did and said during 
these turbulent times.  The middle ground has been canceled as a viable option.”  We, 
as followers of Christ and as United Methodists, have no cover for remaining silent; for 
we promised when we were baptized or confirmed to “accept the freedom and power 
God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves.” May we each “have a little talk with Jesus” to discern where our next steps 
will take us – as individuals and as a church. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magnolia Avenue UMC  

     Magnolia Avenue UMC has had the opportunity to serve our East Knoxville 
community through various ministries for over 100 years. For nearly ten years, we 
have offered multiple ministries through the church and other groups. These ministries 
include a free health clinic, clothing closet, food pantry and a hot meal, all served on 
Mondays.  
     Unfortunately, like many other organizations, we temporarily postponed many of 
these ministries throughout the pandemic. We are pleased to say that nearly all these 
ministries are back in action with new volunteers who are not as susceptible to the 
virus. Nevertheless, the ministry which has received the greatest hit is our hot lunch 
which typically served 150 plates on average every Monday to the needy in our city. 
Many of the recipients would receive a meal before they were seen by the volunteer 
doctors and nurses at the clinic. We attempted to reopen the meal by serving to-go 
plates at the door in January. This seemed to be very successful, typically serving 100 
plates. However, when positive cases began to spike mid-January, we decided to place 
the ministry on hold again.  
     We reopened serving meals on February 15th and continue to serve to-go plates at 
the door. While Covid-19 has created many obstacles, it has also hindered our ability to 
serve these meals. The companies who donated a majority of the food have closed due 
to loss of business during the pandemic. More so, the funds which provided the 
remainder of costs for the meals is no longer available. Therefore, we are asking if local 
churches would consider supporting us in serving through donations. Each Monday 
lunch typically costs $200.00 per service, (roughly $1.90 per plate give or take).  Our 
funds were exhausted at the end of February but we continue this service by donations 
only.   Please prayerfully consider either sponsoring a meal or two and join us in 
continuing to serve others in Christ. If you are not able to provide enough money to 
cover the entire week, any donation would be greatly appreciated.   If you have any 
questions, contact the pastor Scott Montgomery at scottraymontgomery@gmail.com.  
If you would like to make a donation, please feel free to mail a check to the church, 
Magnolia Ave. UMC, 2700 Magnolia Ave, Knoxville, TN 37914 or to the district office 
TN Valley District, P.O. Box 26384, Knoxville, T 37914. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0-OcD4qFam0TD2VzxMNUQuQjrQBbdccq
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0-OcD4qFam0TD2VzxMNUQuQjrQBbdccq
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VK8ZSQ3
https://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/communications/convo+on+race/resources+for+scor-finalpages.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VK8ZSQ3
https://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/communications/convo+on+race/resources+for+scor-finalpages.pdf
mailto:scottraymontgomery@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Looking for creative ways to engage new people?  How about using 
TikToc as a powerful ministry platform. Check out this webinar with 
Brandan Robertson and Rev. Steven Martin. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                                   
 

                       
                                                                                            

 

SUGGESTED 
READING 

              
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Annual Conference 2021:  Due to Covid-19 and gathering 

restrictions in North Carolina, we are unable to physically meet at Lake 
Junaluska June 6-9, 2021.  An Annual Conference Subcommittee has been 
formed to research other venues and ways to hold this year’s Annual 
Conference. Additional information will be forthcoming. If you have any 
further questions please feel free to reach out to Charlotte Riggins. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
General Conference 2020: The Commission on the General 
Conference made a decision to further postpone the 2020 General 
Conference until Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minn. As the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the safety of mass gatherings 
and travel. 

 

https://event.webinarjam.com/login/x45v4am1az3tvms9s9?ck_subscriber_id=994253411&utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TikTok+Strategies+for+Ministry%3A+webinar+replay+link%20-%20537368
mailto:charlotteriggins@holston.org
https://freshexpressionsus.org/futurechurchsummit/?goal=0_eb9d1fd14e-0a64291ff6-1206114419&mc_cid=0a64291ff6&mc_eid=969b73e30d
https://clergyeducation.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5cc6d876d6006bf632ffd8548&id=86bb521353&e=78391ba768
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/bishops-call-special-session-2021-15074669


 
Remember to use this service being 
offered by the Conference Office. You 
may give directly to a local church even 
if they do not have the capability of 
receiving your gifts online. As of Feb. 
15, 2021 we have collected and 
forwarded a total of $1,087,769.96   
https://holston-
reg.brtapp.com/ChurchOffering  

 
 

 

 
 

Be sure to check with the Holston Foundation regarding grants and 
scholarships. Check these opportunities closely some deadlines are fast 
approaching. 
Holston Foundation Grants and Scholarships 
Higher Education Scholarship Application 
Seminary Scholarship Application 
UMHEF Scholarships and Dollars for Scholars 
Global Ministries Racial Ethnic Local Church (RELC)  

 
 

                      
    Holston Conference’s Lay Servant 
Training will be offered online through 
ZOOM meetings in 2021. 
    Classes begin on Saturday, Feb. 27 
and will continue through Sat. May 1, 
excluding April 3.  Each District will 
offer a class.  Each class begins at 9 am.   
     Cost per class is $10, plus the cost of 
the book (participants will order their 
own book).  You must register through 
the district hosting the class. 

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES 
March 6     Polity of UMC – Rev. Dennie Humphrys (TN Valley) registration closed 
March 13  Spiritual Gifts - Rev. Michael Vaughn (Three Rivers) 
March 20  Heritage of UMC- Rev. Kim Goddard (New River) 
March 27  Preaching - Rev. Paul Seay (Smoky Mtn) 
April 10     Worship - Rev. Caroline Hawthorne (Clinch Mtn) 
April 17     Polity of UMC - Rev. Jackie McGowan (Appalacian) 
April 24     Heritage of UMC - Rev. Hugh Kilgore (Hiwassee) 
May 1        Prayer - Stacey Morgan C.L.M. (Mtn View) 

 

 
 

 
Please consider donating to the 
ministries the Tennessee Valley 
District supports. 
 
(For more information please click on the 
agency logo and you will be linked to their 
website)  

                                                               
                                      MORGAN SCOTT PROJECT                             
                                         For Cooperative Christian Concerns                           
                                       Helping the needy, elderly and handicapped  

                                                                                        
                                        

   

https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchOffering
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchOffering
https://www.holston.org/grants-scholarships
https://www.holston.org/files/websites/foundation+resources/20201+higher+education+scholarship+application.pdf
https://www.holston.org/files/websites/foundation+resources/2021+seminary+scholarship+application.pdf
https://www.umhef.org/scholarships/
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/12873901/fields/files/1f4d0187b3d74cc19531d6ae772db390/global+ministries+racialethnic+local+church-relc+grant.pdf
https://morganscottproject.org/
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchOffering
https://www.holston.org/lay-servant-training/lay-servant-training-14972701
https://www.holston.org/lay-servant-training/lay-servant-training-14972701
https://www.campinthecommunity.org/ciwthi
http://utkwesleyfoundation.org/
https://www.wesleyhouseknox.org/
https://www.campwesleywoods.com/


 

District Apportionments 2021 as of 3/4/21 
100% of 2021 
Bethel Amherst            Bradbury                       Caryville 
Cawood                          Cowan Chapel              Fairview 
Grigsby Chapel              Hansard Chapel           Haven Chapel 
Irwin’s Chapel               Lonsdale                        Magnolia Ave.                
Midtown Valley            Mt. Hermon                 Mt. Pleasant 
New Century                  New Life                       Norris 
Norwood                         Oakdale                       Oakwood 
Oliver Springs                 Pleasant Grove           Rocky Top 
Sinking Springs               Swan Pond     
 

 
 
 

COVID-19 STATISTICS as of 3/2/21 

To follow statistics on Global Epidemics 
 
 

 Anderson Campbell Claibourne Knox Loudon Morgan Roane Scott Union 
New cases 
PER 100k 
avg 

21.7 10.8 36.2 22.5 21.7 10.7 28.9 18.1 30 

New cases 
per day 
avg 

16.7 4.3 11.6 105.7 11.7 2.3 15.4 4 6 

Total 
Cases 

7,991 3,804 2,797 47,035 5,696 2,297 5,907 2,876 1,722 

Deaths 157 59 68 581 65 38 96 44 33 

https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/

