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The District Staff continues to 
work from home.  Phones have 
been forwarded to Mary and 
we are available by email.  
Please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  

 
Friends, 
 
Thank you for ALL you are doing to BE church in these strange times!   
      
      We have 81 churches in 9 counties that make up Tennessee Valley District. I 
know you are well aware of the increase in COVID-19 cases in Tennessee and that 
the Knox County is showing increasing numbers.  We are tracking cases in all of our 
9 counties and thankfully, most of the other counties are remaining steady.   The 
protocol allows us to get churches open individually and IF we need to close some 
that have opened, we will do that county by county. 
 
      I know you are experiencing challenges with the masks and singing.  We all 
want to go back to our normal.  I’m sorry we must work so hard to keep people 
both safe and spiritually nurtured and encouraged!   
 
     Thank you for the hard work in designing your reopening plans. Great strides 
are being made to get our churches open and you are meeting the guidelines.   
This is where we are as of June 30, 2020 for reopening in person worship: 

• June 14: 4 churches reopened with outdoor only 
• June 21: 10 churches reopened in the building 
• June 24: 1 church opened live in person worship and taping for Sunday 

mornings 
• June 25: 1 church opened small groups only 
• June 28: 9 additional churches opened 
• July 1: 1 church opened with an evening outdoor worship 
• July 5: 10 more churches are approved to open in the building 
• July 12: 1 church opening in the building 
• August 2:  1 church opening in the building 

     Thank you for your leadership!  Please let me know how I can be helpful! 
I am praying for you as you lead in these challenging days!  I am thankful for your 
prayers as well!  
 
     Please email, call or text if I can do anything to be helpful.   
 
Serving Together In The Love of Jesus, 
Ann 

 
 

 

Taking Steps Forward Faithfully and Safely  
   June 1, 2020 the Holston Conference COVID-19 Task Force released a plan, "Taking 

Steps Faithfully and Safely," for Holston churches to return to in-person worship. 
Since the roll out of this plan, the task force was made aware of some questions 
and concerns expressed by clergy and lay across the conference. On June 9, 2020 
the task force reconvened to discuss these questions and concerns, and began 
working on a second edition of the plan. 

 
To review the Second Edition please click here.  
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Preparedness Recourses 
• https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20-questions-your-church-should-

answer-before-people-return/ 
• https://www.holston.org  
• https://www.holston.org/publications 
• https://www.flumc.org/files/content/guidelines+for+in-

person+worship+and+ministry+during+covid-19+-+5-6-20 
• https://www.wnccumc.org/newsdetail/wncc-guidelines-for-phase-1-

13992833?fbclid=IwAR2XRfRrVi99IN5IU38z0Aj7lea-
09z_NL8A9GUTXddH8500sP_fAGb364c 

• CDC Guidelines – https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/organizations/index.html 

 Pastoral/Appointment Change     
We welcome the following pastors to their new appointments!   

• Bethel, Amherst:  John Justice 
• Christ:  Mark Kilbourne 
• Church Street:  Catherine Nance, Senior Pastor; Tim Best, Sr. Associate Pastor 
• Clapp’s Chapel: Joe Phillips 
• Harriman – Woods Chapel: Darren Kitts (New charge alignment) 
• Haven Chapel – Asbury, Clinton: Clarence and Jackie Carter, Co-Pastors (New 

Charge Alignment) 
• Jacksboro – Caryville: Keith Hampton 
• Lennon-Seney: Leah Burns 
• Norwood – Bell’s Campground: William (Bill) Rimmer 
• Powell:  Denna Hornby, Associate Pastor Dicipleship 
• St. Mark: Michelle Brock 

o Dutch Valley:  Danielle Meyers 
• St. Paul, Ftn. City:  Dawn Chesser 
• Well Spring – Cawood: Perry Duncan RETIRED 
• Wesley Foundation UTK – Mary K Briggs 

 
 
We also say goodbye to the following:   
• Cedric Jackson – Tranfer to South Ga Conference 
• Bill Shelton – Retired 
• Don Ferguson – Beulah-French Broad (Smoky Mtn District) 
• Megan Boatwright – returned to S.C. Conference 
• Joshua Felton – Wesley Memorial (Scenic South District) 
• Peter Kenny – Williamson Chapel (Smoky Mtn District) 
• Elston McLain – Retired 
• Dave Grant – Spring City-Reed’s Chapel (Hiwassee District) 
• Sharon Bowers – Emory and Henry (Clinch Mtn District) 
• Kathy LaFollette – Ebbing & Flowing Springs – Kincade (Mtn View District) 
• Heidi Parunak – Rugby Circuit (Mtn. View District) 
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Resources:   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Skills and Strategies to Move Your Church Forward 

The gospel is resilient.  We need that in 2020. 

Nowhere in Scripture is that seen more clearly than 2nd Corinthians.  
Over three days of live, in-depth exposition, Prof. N.T. Wright will unpack 
how Paul and this early Church survived incredible difficulties and came 
out stronger. 
 
Then, participate in twelve in-depth tracks on relevant skills and strategies, 
for church leaders navigating the constraints and opportunities of the new 
world we live in. 

                                    Resilient Church Academy returns August 3! 

                                                            Learn More 

2nd Corinthians: Live with N.T. Wright 
How can a church overcome deep divisions? How can you face persecution 
and become more resilient? How do Christian leaders 'lead' in the face of 
opposition from within their own congregations? 
These difficult questions were present for the church in Corinth, and 
they're still with us today! 

 
In this first-ever livestreamed course with Prof. N.T. Wright, you will plumb 
the depths of 2nd Corinthians and discover how the power of Jesus' 
resurrection gave hope to the early Church and empowers us for the 
difficulties we face today.   

Enroll Now   discount code HUMC10 (10% off) 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://printedmaterials.holston.org 
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Pantry Needs 
We are still working to feed 
our people! These are the 
biggest needs right now: 

* Canned vegetables 
* Cereal 
* Diapers and baby supplies 
* Pet supplies 

 

 
 
 

 
Friends and Donor Campaign 2020 General Info 

Event Information 
Description: Wesley House’s Friends and Donor Campaign is a chance for friends, 
family, and new members of the Knoxville community to learn more about Wesley 
House Community Center. This year, we will be utilizing our online platforms; such 
as our website, social media, and email, to highlight our programs and discuss how 
people can make an impact in our community.  
 
Purpose:  Wesley House Community Center was established in 1907 and serves 
the Beaumont, Lonsdale and Mechanicsville communities; these are some of the 
most under resourced areas in Knoxville. Your involvement in this event will impact 
those we serve in our after school, summer camp, and senior citizen programs. 
Date: July 1, 2020 - July 31, 2020 
Location: Virtual Event- @WesleyHouseKnox on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter 
Timeline: 1. Week 1- letters sent out in mail and posts on social media 
  2. Week 2-  email sent out video message 
  3. Week 3- video social media post 
  4. Week 4- call-a-thon 
  5. After the 31st of July we will make a social media post and send 

     out an email updating everyone on our campaign success  
Prices: Free to attend 
 

 

As seen in: 

 
 
 
 

 

Ready when disaster happens: Mission supplies needed 
     Mission leaders are asking congregations to collect cleaning and hygiene supplies so 
Holston Conference can be prepared to help when disaster strikes again. 
      Now, Holston churches are asked to refer to UMCOR's instructions in assembling 
the kits:  

• Cleaning kit instructions 
• Hygiene kit instructions 

     "We are pre-planning in anticipation of the forecasted rain and the hurricanes 
anticipated along with the storms we have already had," said Jim Fetzer, Holston 
disaster response coordinator. 
     Please contact your district office to find out when and where to deliver the 
completed kits. 
     For more information, contact Sluder at mikesluder@holston.org. 
 

 
Attention 

District Clergy 
 

 
Clergy Dues:  $25 for July 2020-June 2021.  Please make checks payable to 

TN Valley Clergy and mail to P.O. Box 26384, Knoxville TN 37914.  
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