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The District Staff continues to 
work from home.  Phones have 
been forwarded to Mary and 
we are available by email.  
Please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  
 

 
Due to the continued rise in COVID-19 cases in all nine 
counties of the Tennessee Valley District all of our district 
United Methodist Churches are currently closed to in-person 
gatherings.  

• The following link is being referenced across the Conference 
to determine which Churches, by county, will be suspended. 
Globalepidemics.org .   

• You may also want to review closures by district and county 
as listed on the Conference website.  

• We encourage you to continue to work on your “Return to 
Worship Plans” as outlined in the Taking Steps Forward 
Faithfully and Safely.  When we get to the point of opening 
our churches we know you will want to be ready and 
prepared. 

Preparedness Recourses 
• https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20-questions-your-church-should-

answer-before-people-return/ 
• https://www.holston.org  
• https://www.holston.org/publications 
• https://www.flumc.org/files/content/guidelines+for+in-

person+worship+and+ministry+during+covid-19+-+5-6-20 
• https://www.wnccumc.org/newsdetail/wncc-guidelines-for-phase-1-

13992833?fbclid=IwAR2XRfRrVi99IN5IU38z0Aj7lea-
09z_NL8A9GUTXddH8500sP_fAGb364c 

• CDC Guidelines – https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/organizations/index.html 

 

 
Social Action Event 

Living Wage & Child Maternal Health 
Saturday, Aug. 8 20 1:00pm 

Live ZOOM Event 
 

Link will be sent on Friday before the event 
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2020 Journals may also be ordered at the website listed below. 

http://printedmaterials.holston.org 

 
 

Janitoral Supplies 
needed: 
• Bleach 
• Handsanitizer 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Wesley House 
 
Until school starts back Wesley House provides childcare from 7:30am – 
5:30pm.  We continue to need your support in providing lunches and snacks 
for the kids.  Your monetary donations would be greatly appreciated.  Please 
call Sharon Earl 865-766-2738 for more information and to schedule donation 
drop-offs.  
 
It's also BACK-TO-SCHOOL time and we need your help to provide essential 
school supplies: backpacks, pencils, expo markers, notebook paper, folders 
(with and without prongs), stick and bottled glue, pens (black, blue, red), 
crayons, highlighters, tissue, Clorox wipes, hand sanitizer, socks and 
underwear. 
 
The Grannies: We are delivering lunch and essential household cleaning 
supplies to our Grannies every Friday.  This is our way of connecting and 
checking on them to make sure they are doing ok.  Most of these folk have not 
left their home since March unless they have gone to a Doctor’s appointment.  
We could sure use snacks, basic household cleaning supplies. 

 

 
 

 
 

CAMP IN THE 
COMMUNITY 
 

Pastor Gary Atwater and members at New Century UMC delivered 30 boxes from 
Camp in the Community and 60 Food boxes from Second Harvest at Fisk Heights, a 
Roane County Housing Development and surrounding area.  
Thank you Gary, New Century Church and Camp in the Community (Camp is where the 
heart is) and Second Harvest for making a differences in the lives of children.  
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Skills and Strategies to Move Your Church Forward 

The gospel is resilient.  We need that in 2020. 

Nowhere in Scripture is that seen more clearly than 2nd Corinthians.  
Over three days of live, in-depth exposition, Prof. N.T. Wright will unpack 
how Paul and this early Church survived incredible difficulties and came 
out stronger. 
 
Then, participate in twelve in-depth tracks on relevant skills and strategies, 
for church leaders navigating the constraints and opportunities of the new 
world we live in. 

                                    Resilient Church Academy returns August 3! 

                                                            Learn More 

2nd Corinthians: Live with N.T. Wright 
How can a church overcome deep divisions? How can you face persecution 
and become more resilient? How do Christian leaders 'lead' in the face of 
opposition from within their own congregations? 
These difficult questions were present for the church in Corinth, and 
they're still with us today! 

 
In this first-ever livestreamed course with Prof. N.T. Wright, you will plumb 
the depths of 2nd Corinthians and discover how the power of Jesus' 
resurrection gave hope to the early Church and empowers us for the 
difficulties we face today.   

Enroll Now   discount code HUMC10 (10% off) 
 
 

Becoming a House Church Network: How to Go From 
a Single One Congregation to a Family of House 
Churches 
 
COVID-19 has taken away many traditional church gatherings. You 
need a way to continue to come together, no matter what size 
limitations you face. This track of the Resilient Church Academy 
will teach you how any congregation can become a connected 
network of house churches on a temporary, semi-permanent, or 
permanent basis. 
Details 
• Tuesdays from 3pm-5pm Eastern 
• August 11 / 18 / 25 and September 1 
• Presenter: J.R. Briggs and Keisha Polonio 

 
Learn More  discount code HUMC10 (10% off) 

  

 
 
 

https://resilientchurchacademy.com/?goal=0_eb9d1fd14e-ae9cc83e71-1206104409&mc_cid=ae9cc83e71&mc_eid=36034a6b02
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/house-church-from-one-congregation-to-a-network-of-house-churches-tickets-110808763996


 
 
 

 
Board of Laity       Director Lay Servant Ministries 
Tennessee Valley District     Bobby Stair 

 
July 29, 2020 
Dear Laity of Tennessee Valley 
  
I hope this communication finds you doing well. We are living in extraordinary times with the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. Many of you have wondered if we will have Lay Servant Training this fall. 
Some are completing the track to be Certified Lay Servants or Certified Lay Speakers. We may have 
people wanting to take the Basic Class in Lay Servant Training. I have great news for you.  
 

The Holston Conference Districts will offer a Basic Class and the Six Advanced Classes beginning in 
August until the first of November. Each district will offer one class with some districts offering 
multiple classes because of needs due to class sizes. These will be offered by ZOOM Meetings. The 
Basic Course will be offered on August 22, 2020 by the Scenic South District and will be instructed 
by Becky Hall. Tennessee Valley will offer Preaching led by Dennie Humphreys on August 29. 
2020. The New River District will offer United Methodist Heritage led by Rev. Kim Goddard on 
September 12, 2020. Kim is their District Superintendent. The Appalachain District will United 
Methodist Polity on September 26, 2020 led by Rev. Jackie McGowan.  These classes will begin at 
9:00 a.m. and finish by 3:00 p.m. YOU MUST ORDER YOUR OWN BOOK. Each district will have a 
registration fee which will be very minimal. You will have to register before the deadlines in order 
to get you the information for each meeting. I will have all of the registration forms and dates 
once we get them. Please email at bsstair@comcast.net or call me at 865-776-0580. I will send out 
more information on the other classes as they are made available to me. 

Several Lay Servants have completed all requirements to be a Certified Lay Speaker. The 
interview with the District Committee on Lay Speaking is all we have to do to get you complete. 
I want to insure that we do not miss anyone in these interviews. We want to recognize these 
accomplishments at District Conference. Please call me at 865-776-0580 or email me at 
bsstair@comcast.net. 
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August 2020 Tennessee Valley District’s Lay Servant/Lay Speaker Training 
Saturday, August 29, 2020, 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic this training will be by 

Zoom Meeting 
                                                                                                                         
         

 
 Please check the course you desire and return the form with your check prior to the deadline.   
 *Registration Fee: $ 10.00  Registration Deadline: August 24 ,2020 
 
Advanced Course:   Instructor:   Book/Author: 
 Preaching                                          Rev. Dennie Humphreys              “From Pew to Pulpit” 
                                                                                                                                  Clifton F. Guthrie 
 
YOU MUST PURCHASE YOUR OWN BOOK at Cokesbury.com or Amazon.com 
 
You will be sent the ZOOM Meeting log in information on Thursday August 27, 2020. 
                                                                                                                              
The Basic Class and the Six Advanced Courses to be a Certified Lay Servant or Certified Lay Speaker 
will be offered by ZOOM Meetings during the remainder of 2020 by the Nine Districts of the Holston 
Conference. 
 
ALL COURSES OFFERED BY THE DIFFERENT DISTRICTS ARE OPEN TO ALL HOLSTON CONFERENCE 
LAITY   
 
Name: _____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________ 

E-Mail: ____________________________________ 

Church/Charge: _____________________________ 

 
 

Please return this form with your check made out to:   Tennessee Valley District for $10.00 
Mail to: 
 Bobby Stair 
 2511 Ancient Oak Lane 
 Knoxville, TN 37931  

*The registration fee is for instructor expense. 
 

Questions: Contact Bobby Stair, District Lay Servant Director 
bsstair@comcast.net or 865-776-0580 
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